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Community mourns loss of ‘first dispatcher 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


The City of Romulus lost a 
beloved member of the commu¬ 
nity this week. 

FYeda Crova died at the age 
of 86 on Sunday. She embedded 
herself in the community as a 
cornerstone of the Romulus 
Fire Department 

She was considered the 
department’s first dispatcher, 
according to her son and cur¬ 
rent Romulus City Councilman 
William Crova 

Crova recalled when his 
father, Joseph Crova, had to 
man the phones 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week for the 
department when he was fire 
chief from 1941-1972. 

“There was phone at the 


department and when he was¬ 
n’t there was a phone at the 
house that would ring,” he said. 
“And when he wasn’t at either, it 
was my mother that took on the 
responsibility” 

She did so for 31 years. When 
Mr Crova retired in 1972, so did 
she. The two of them saw the 
volunteer fire department grow 
from 12 people to 48 full-time 
firefighters and four stations. 

After Mrs. Crova left the 
position, the department had to 
hire five dispatchers to do what 
she was doing for free, Crova 
said. 

And when she wasn’t dis¬ 
patching fire trucks she was 
helping with the family busi¬ 
ness, at the time called Crova 
Sales & Services, located on 
Goddard Road. 


“She was a very loving per¬ 
son,” Crova said. “She always 
put other peoples’ needs before 
hers.” 

She was also a president of 
the Altar Society at St Aloysius 
Catholic Church in the early 
1950s and was also active on the 
Church Festival Committee. 

After retirement for the fire 
department Mr. And Mrs. Crova 
moved to Florida where they 
lived for 20 years. After Mr. 
Crova died almost 11 years ago, 
Mrs. Crova moved back to 
Romulus to be near her family. 
The couple was married for 51 
years. 

Crova’s fellow council mem¬ 
bers expressed their condo¬ 
lences at the City of Romulus 
council meeting Monday night 

“I knew FVeda about 35 years 


or so, since 1968 when we first 
moved out here,” said 
Councilman William 

Wadsworth. She was a kind and 
sweet, gentle lady. She will be 
missed.” 

Mrs. Crova left behind two 
sons, William and John; brother, 
George Zakolski; four grand¬ 
children, Joseph, James, Mary 
and Karen; and three great¬ 
grandchildren with another 
expected soon. 

Her husband, five brothers, 
one sister and parents John and 
Mary (Robalkiewicz) Zakolski 
preceded her in death. 

Services will take place 
today at 10:30 a.m. at St. 
Aloysius Catholic Church in 
Romulus. She will then be 
buried at Michigan Memorial 
Park in Flat Rock. 



Freda Crova 


The family asks that all 
memorials be sent to: Capuchin 
Mission Association, 1820 Mt. 
Elliot Ave., Detroit, MI 48207- 
3485. 



This year marks the Belleville Centennial Year Anniversary, in 
which the legislatures granted Belleville village status, marking a 
significant day in area history. The Belleville Area Museum 
(above) plans to commemorate the historical event through the 
sale of the 2005 centennial calendar, a new history booklet and 
exhibits at the museum. 


Belleville 
plans for 
centennial 
celebration 

Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


In 1905, the City of 
Belleville was not the same 
thriving and yet small-town 
community that it is today 

The unpaved streets of 
Belleville were tucked away in 
the comfort of Van Buren 
Township, where many resi¬ 
dents hoped it would stay. 
Belleville was only a village, 
but remained the social and 
commercial center of the 
township. 

“At the time, the separation 
was something that was 
unpopular with the residents,” 
said Diane Wilson, director at 
the Belleville Area Museum. 
“They voted to remain a part 
of the township, but were later 
persuaded by two local busi¬ 
nessmen to pass a bill to cause 
the separation. From that 
point on, Belleville had its own 
elected officials.” 

It was 100 years ago that leg¬ 
islatures granted Belleville vil¬ 
lage status, marking a signifi¬ 
cant day in area history. This 
year marks that day and will 
be celebrated in the city as the 
Belleville Centennial Year 
Anniversary. 

“Nineteen hundred and 
five marked the time when 


businesses, clubs and organi¬ 
zations got together to form a 
true sense of community. The 
idea is to include both Van 
Buren and Sumpter Township 
in the centennial celebration 
to show how we’ve all grown 
up together,” said Mayor Tom 
Fielder. 

When comparing the old 
days to today, Fielder said that 
there was no development of 
any kind: no expressways, no 
restaurants and no traffic. 

“When you went out of 
Belleville you were consid¬ 
ered to be in farm country,” he 
said. “Back then if you needed 
services you had to drive out of 


town. We all used to joke that 
after the Friday night football 
games there was nowhere to 
eat in Belleville. Now, there is 
no significant difference when 
you cross the city lines. That’s 
progress.” 

And while the celebration 
plans are still “in the works,” 
the city intends to incorporate 
the anniversary into the annu¬ 
al festivals, holiday activities, 
park projects and other histor¬ 
ical events. Plans thus far 
include: an extended Harvest 
Festival with dinner, dancing 
and fireworks, a time capsule 

See Century, page 3 




City council finalizes plan 
for military leave benefits 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 

Romulus City Council mem¬ 
bers approved an amendment 
concerning military leave at the 
regular meeting Monday night 

The amendment would com¬ 
ply with the United Service 
Employment and 

Reemployment Rights Act of 
1994 (USERRA) and protect the 
rights of employees who must 
leave their jobs to perfoiTn uni¬ 
formed military semce, accord¬ 
ing to Romulus Personnel 
Director Sandra Rivers. 

“It’s to ensure that the fami¬ 
lies of our city employees that 
are in Iraq continue to receive 
benefits,” she said. 

Right now there are two 
Romulus police officers serving 
in the Middle East Terry Cox, a 
17-year veteran of the force and 
Rick Landry are both Michigan 
Reservists sent to Iraq. There 
are several other City of 
Romulus employees who are 
also in the reserves and 
National Guard, she said. 

Cox left for the war in 
December of 2003 and Landry 
more recently, but both officers 
have families that rely on the 
benefits they receive from the 
city. 

After Cox embarked for his 
tour of duty, Mayor Alan 
Lambert brought the policy to 
the attention of city council 
members in January 2004. A 
committee was later fonned to 
write the Military Leave Policy 
and propose it to the members of 
city council. 

The members unanimously 


agreed to the amendment in an 
executive session, however, the 
policy change was never brought 
to the table and ratified at a reg- 
ular meeting, according to 
Rivers. 

“I brought it to the council’s 
attention,” Lambert said, “but it 
was never brought back.” 

The city has been operating 
under the impression that the 
policy had been through the 
proper channels. The families of 
Cox and Landry continued to 
receive medical benefits. 

“The benefits were never 
interrupted,” Lambert said. 

Lambert has known Cox for 
several years. They went to high 
school together and worked at 
General Motors and the 
Romulus Police Department 
together. 

Rivers, who helped finalize 
the program, was hired by the 
city on Dec. 6,2001 

“I had heard that this was 
already done but when I investi¬ 
gated it I realized it wasn’t,” she 
said. “We’ve been complying 
with USERRA but it was never 
approved.” 

She said there are no reper¬ 
cussions in the matter because 
they have been complying with 
the law and benefits to the fami¬ 
lies never stopped. 

“We were doing everything 
we were supposed to, it was 
without policy,” she said. 

That’s why there was a need 
for an emergency approval of 
the amendment at the meeting, 
she added. And because Cox left 
in December 2003, it was 
approved to be retroactive, start¬ 
ing Dec. 1,2003. 




For home (jleliverv of The Romulus Roman call 734-46^-1900. 
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Van Buren joins weather study of Rouge River area 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Officials in Van Buren Township said they 
hope participation in the Rouge River 
National Wet Weather Demonstration pro¬ 
ject will help them determine where prob¬ 
lems could arise in wet-weather conditions. 

The project is a comprehensive water¬ 
shed-wide program that addresses wet 
weather pollution problems ranging from 
the control of combined sewer overflows to 
storm water runoff in the Rouge River The 
township was recently awarded a $60,000 
grant to fund the study. 

Although the township has no combined 
sewers and does not experience sanitary 
sewer overflow during heavy rainfalls, the 
portion of the system in the Rouge Valley 
District does have high flows during wet 
weather 

The program will focus on those sewers 
to identify locations that have excessive infil¬ 
tration and inflow, according to Patti Duha, 
water and sewer director for the township. 

“We are installing flow monitors to identi¬ 
fy where wet weather flow is coming from 
and if it can be removed,” she said. 
“Obviously, we don’t want to store it, but we 
want to find out if we can cost effectively 
remove it from the system.” 


We are installing flow monitors to 
identify where wet weather flow 
is coming from and if 
it can be removed. 

Patti Duha 

About 12 square miles of Van Buren 
Township is included in the Lower Rouge 
River Sub-watershed. The program will 
install sewer flow meters in 14 locations 
throughout the township to record average 
dry weather flow rates and wet weather flow 
rates that correspond to rainfall events. 

Using the information, officials will then 
be able to identify, eliminate or control 
sources that contribute to the excessive 
inflow within those identified areas. The 
program will help the township reduce the 
wet weather component of their flows, there¬ 
fore reducing the potential for flows above 
capacity, which could result in sanitary 
sewer overflow occurrence, according to 
Duha 

“Once we get the flow data calculations, 
we can determine what you expect versus 
what you’re actually getting,” she said. “So 
this is the first stage of the study. If the vol¬ 
umes seem higher in a particular area, then 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning 
Commission will hold a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler 
Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, Michigan, 48111 on 
Wednesday January 12, 2005 at 7:30 p.m., to consider a zoning change on the fol¬ 
lowing described property: 



["] Parcels 

Rezonlng 
Req uested 

Ri-e to M-1 

R1-B to MT 


V125-83-005-01 -0023-000 
VI25-83-005-01-0026-000 
V125-83-005-01 -0029-000 
VI25-83-005-01-0032-000 


VI25-83-005-01-0024-000 
VI25-83-005-01-0027-000 
VI25-83-005-01-0030-000 
VI25-83-005-01-0033-000 


A request to amend the Zoning Ordinance 6/2/92, to amend the zoning map by 
rezoning parcel numbers: 

VI25-83-008-99-0004-000 V125-83-005-99-0005-000 V125-83-005-99-0010-000 

V125-83-005-99-0006-000 V125-83-005-99-0007-000 V125-83-005-99-0009-000 

A portion of the property listed above is being requested to be re-zoned M-T 
(Industrial Transportation) from R-1B (Single Family Residential). 

V125-83-005-01-0021 -300 
V125-83-005-01 -0025-000 
VI25-83-005-01-0028-000 
VI25-83-005-01-0031-000 
VI25-83-005-01-0034-000 

A portion of all property listed above on the west side of Haggerty Road to be 
re-zoned M-1 (Light Industrial) from R-1B (Single Family Residential) and the 
remaining portions of above listed properties to be rezoned M-T (Industrial 
Transportation) from R-1B (Single Family Residential). 

This property is located on Van Bom Road, between Haggerty and Morton Taylor 
Roads. 

Written comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services 
until 5:00 p.m. on the hearing date. 

In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with 
a disability should feel free to contact the Department of Developmental Services, at 
least seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting accommoda¬ 
tions. 

Publish: January 6, 2005 


we will go in and do a second study to deter¬ 
mine what is really putting that water in the 
system.” 

The grant will provide 40 percent of the 
$150,100 of the project cost The township 


water and sewer department will match 
$90,000 through a tax levy. 

Duha said the How meters will be 
installed in late winter so the project can 
begin in the early spring. 



Now through Jan. 14, the Taylor School 
District is accepting applications for enrollment 
from students throughout Wape County... 

To help prepare your child for a world of 
possibilities, call: 

313 - 295-5742 


Its never too late to think 
about your childs future ... 



TAYLOR 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Educating ter the 21 si Century 


Here’s what we can 

offer your child: 

Elementary School 

Middle School 

Pre-school 

Technology-based learning 

All-Day kindergarten 

Advanced math 

Early reading program 

Outstanding reading programs 

Hands-on math & science 

State-compctiti\r bands, choir 

Guided trading 

Career Pathways 

Technology-based learning 

Foreign languages 

After-school programming 

Alter-school programming 

State-aligned curriculum 

State-aligned curriculum 

NCA accreditation in many schools 

NCA accreditation in all schools 


Parents: 


ask 


Don't forget to 
about our All-Day 


Kindergarten and Before- 
and After-School Latchkey 
program 

(available in many of our elementary schools) 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning 
Commission will hold a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler 
Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, Michigan, 48111 on 
Wednesday January 12, 2005 at 7:30 p.m. to consider a zoning change on the fol¬ 
lowing described property: 



Parcels 83-016-99-0001-000. 83-016-99-0002-000, 83-016-99-0003-001, 83-016-99-0003-002, 
83-016-99-0004-000. 83-016-99-0006-000. 83-013-99-0003-000. 83-013-99-0004-000, 83-013- 
99-0005-000. 83-013-99-0006-000. 83-013-99-0007-000. 83-013-99-0008-000. 83-013-99-0009- 
OOO. 83-013-99-0010-000. 83-014-99-001 l-OOO.nnd the most northerly 50 ft of parcels 83-015- 
02-0003-000. 83-015-02-0004-000. 83-015-02-0005-000, 83-015-02-0006-000. 83-015-02-0007- 
OOO, 83-015-02-0008-000, 83-015-02-0010-000, 83-015-02-0011-000, 83-015-02-0012-000. and 
the northwest corner of parcel 83-015-02-0013-000, and the most northerly 500 feet of parcel 83- 
015-02-0001-000. and the most northerly 600 feet of parcel 83-015-02-0002-000, and tJhe most 
easterly 340 feet of parcel 83-015-99-0001-000. and tl ic most easterly 280 feet of parcel 83-015- 
99-0002-000. and the most easterly 125 feet of parcel 83-015-99-0003-000. and the northeastern 
comer of parcel 83-015-99-0004-000, and the northeastern comer of parcel 83-015-99-0009-000, 
»nd the southeastern corner of parcel 83-014-99-0015-000. and the most easterly 340 feet of 
parcel 83 -014-99-0017 000. and parcel 83-013-99-0012-000 excluding the most southeasterly 
r ecta ngular portion, and parcel 83-014-99—0013-000 excluding the northerly lOO feet and the 
southerly 940 feet, and parcel 83-014-99-0016-000 excluding the northerly 300 foot comer and 
southwesterly 300 foot comer, and parcel 83-014-99-0012-000 excluding the southwesterly 300 
foot comer and northwesterly 275 foot comer, from M-2 (General Industrial) to R*1C (Single 
Family Residential) 


A request to amend the Zoning Ordinance 6/2/92, to amend the zoning map by 
rezoning parcel numbers and descriptions as follows: 

Requesting to amend the Zoning Map of Zoning Ordinance by re-zoning parcels ns follows: 


Parcels 83-016-99-0010-000. 83-016-99-0011-000. 83-016-99-0012-000. 83-016-99-0013-000. 
83-016-99-0008-000 and parcels 83-015-02-0003-000, 83-015-02-0004-000. 83-015-02-0005- 
OOO, 83-015-02-0006-000, 83-015-02-0007-000. 83-015-02-0008-000. 83-015-02-0010-000, 83- 
015-02-0011-000. 83-015-02-0012-000 excluding the most northerly 50 Ifeetof each, and parcel 
83-015-02-0013-000 excluding the northwest corner, and the most westerly 50 feet of parcel 83- 
016-99-0014-000 and parcel 83-016-99-0009-000 excluding the most southerly 60 feet, and a 
southeasterly rectangular portion (640 ft x 710 ft.) of parcel 83-013-99-0012-000 from M-2 
(General Industrial) to RM (Multiple Family Residential) 

Area 3 

Parcels 83-016-99-0015-000, 83-016-99-0016-000. 83-016-99-0017-000. 83-016-99-0018-000. 
83-016-99-0019-000. 83-016-99-0020-000, 83-016-99-0021-000 and the most southerly 60 feet 
of parcel 83-016-99-0009-000 and the most easterly 33 feet of parcel 83-016-99-0014-000 from 
M-2 (General Industrial) toC-2 (Extensive Highway Business). 

This property is located on the west side of Belleville Road between Michigan 
Avenue and Ecorse Road. 

Written comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services 
until 5:00 p.m. on the hearing date. 

In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with 
a disability should feel free to contact the Department of Developmental Sendees, at 
least seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting accommoda¬ 
tions. 


Publish: January 6, 2005 
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Businessman helps bring Christmas to 51 children 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


During the holiday season, when Toys for Tbts and the 
Goodfellows get most of the attention with their Christmas¬ 
time fundraising endeavors, the little guys sometimes go 
unnoticed. 

But the biggest little guy of them all helped 51 under¬ 
privileged children in Romulus receive toys for Christmas. 
And it wasn’t Santa Claus. 

Local wrestling icon Big Dave Martin, who owns and 
operates Prime Time Wrestling and is general manager at 
the Landing Strip in Romulus, raised thousands of dollars 
for a party for children who normally get the short end of 
the candy cane during the holidays. 

The party took place at the Romulus Senior Center the 


week before Christmas with a star-studded line-up. Martin 
used his connections as a pro wrestler and had other pro¬ 
fessional athletes visit during the party. Scott DaMore from 
Team Canada on Fox Sports Network’s T&A Wrestling was 
on hand for the two-hour event along with the Detroit 
Lions’ tackle Victor Rogers and fullback Stephen Trejo. 

The biggest star of all was Santa Claus, though, who 
helped pass out the toys. 

“I’m from Romulus and the Lord has been very good to 
me. I just wanted give back,” Martin said. “It makes me feel 
good.” 

Martin said he went to the Romulus Recreation Center 
and obtained a list of underprivileged children and, after 
enough funds were secured and the stars lined up, he went 
on a shopping spree with hopes to offer something every 
kid deserves - presents for Christmas. 


“I always had toys under the tree,” he said. “My parents 
were always good to me and I don’t think that any kid 
should go without a toy for Christmas.” 

Among the gifts given to the children were front-row 
tickets for Martin’s Prime Time Wrestling show, scheduled 
for Feb. 27 at the Diamondback bar in Van Buren 
Township. 

Employees of the Landing Strip were also very gener¬ 
ous, according to Martin. One waitress donated a hundred 
dollars and owner Tom Nappo made a “sizable donation,” 
he said. 

The event, in its second year, went off with out a hitch, 
according to Martin and he plans to continue the event 
nextyean 

“It will continue,” he said. “As long as I’m in the area, 
it’ll keep going.” 



Nurse Practitioner Velda Coleman and business manager Jennifer Dunnett use this new examina¬ 
tion room often at the new Teen Health Center inside Inkster High School. 

Teen clinic finds more space at school 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


The Inkster Teen Health 
Center has moved into Inkster 
High School following a year of 
planning and negotiations. 

Formerly located in the shut¬ 
tered Blanchette Middle School 
on Middlebelt Road, the clinic is 
situated in three classrooms at 
the school. Program Director Val 
Timko said the new facility 
would be more convenient for 
teenagers, and offers several 
new services. 

‘We have a therapist for peo¬ 
ple to talk to in here that we did¬ 
n’t have over at the other loca¬ 
tion,” she said. “I think it’s going 
to better for the kids, because 
they don’t have to cross 
Middlebelt Road to get there. 

“The Blanchette facility has 
been closed (as a school) for a 
while; we’ve been in what is an 
essentially a vacant facility for a 
while. This way, kids are going to 
an inhabited facility,” she said. 

Operated by Starfish Family 
Services, the clinic is open to all 
Wayne County residents regard¬ 
less of their ability to pay. People 
who need to apply for Medicaid 
can also apply at the clinic, said 
Sheree Askew, the program 
director for Starfish Family 
Services. 

“Since we reopened, our 
clientele has tripled to about 100 
people,” said Timko. “In this 
community, its important that a 


—- —JJ - -- 

We have a therapist for people to 
talk to in here that we didn’t have over 
at the other location. I think it’s going to 
better for the kids, because they don’t have 
to cross Middlebelt Road to get there. 


clinic like this.exists because 
many of the people we treat may 
not have the resources to go to a 
primary care physician. 
Because we’re a clinic, there are 
some things we can’t do, but we 
can treat a variety of illnesses 
right here.” 

Jennifer Dunnett, the med¬ 
ical assistant at the center, said 
the clinic treats about 10 
patients a day. 

‘We see a variety of people, 
and it gets busier around sports 
physical time,” she said. 
“Sometimes, the people come 
from far away.” 

Private insurance and 
Medicaid is accepted at.the 
Then Health Center, but no one 
is turned away because of an 
inability to pay, Timko said. 

“We ask that patients that 
cannot pay give us a small dona¬ 
tion,” she said. 

Though services are targeted 
at 10- to 21-year-olds, several ser¬ 
vices are provided to younger 
and older persons, including 
school physicals, immunizations, 
pregnancy and pre-natal care, 
pap smears and pelvic exams, 


smoking cessation services, and 
HIV/AIDS testing and counsel¬ 
ing. Preventive services and 
counseling, such as substance 
abuse and general health orga¬ 
nization, are also available. 

Timko said the clinic runs on 
a skeleton crew. A full-time 
nurse practitioner, a full-time 
medical assistant/business man¬ 
ager, and a part-time program 
director work at the center. 

The clinic is funded by the 
state, but is asking for donations 
to keep providing health care to 
people who cannot pay. Aside 
from donations of cash, medical 
supplies, and office supplies and 
equipment, the clinic is looking 
for a nurse to volunteer and 
someone with clerical skills to 
volunteer, Timko said. 

“There’s a lot of paperwork 
that needs to be done, and if any¬ 
one can help us with that, it 
would be great” 

The clinic is open Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 8 a m. to 4 p.m. and 
Tuesday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. For 
more information about the clin¬ 
ic, call (734) 729-3650. 


2 to stand trial in death 

of gun store owner, arson 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


The 17-year-old accused of 
being the mastermind behind the 
gun shop arson that claimed the 
life of an Inkster businessman 
will face final for first-degree mur¬ 
der, felony murder and arson 
charges along with a 22-year-old 
man accused of being his accom¬ 
plice. 

Anthony Fields, 17, and David 
McKinney, 22, were bound over 
for trial last Wednesday by Judge 
Sylvia A. James of the 22nd 
District Court in Inkster. Felony 
firearms charges, which would 
have added a two-year extension 
to their sentences if they are con¬ 
victed, were dropped. 

The men will face formal 
arraignment at Wayne County 
Circuit Court within the next few 
weeks. They are currently being 
held without bond at the Wayne 
County Jail. 

During the hearing, a 14-year- 
old boy who was allegedly 
involved in the plot to rob and set 
Alexander’s Gun Shop on 
Michigan Avenue ablaze took the 
stand and implicated Fields and 
McKinney. The plan to rob the 
store materialized a few weeks 
before the Aug. 3 Fire, the boy 
said. Fifty-four-year-old Clyde 
Alexander, the owner of the gun 
shop for about 20 years and a 
member of the city Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA), 
was found bound and beaten 
inside the store after the fire was 
extinguished. An autopsy later 

Century 

FROM PAGE 1 


dedication at Doane’s Landing 
Park, a dedication ceremony for 
the 2005 Centennial Quilt, incor¬ 
poration in the holiday parade 
and other activities through the 
Central Business Community, 
the Belleville Area Chamber of 
Commerce and the Van Buren 
Public School District 

Both the Belleville Area 
Museum and the Historical 
Society also have plans to com¬ 
memorate the historical event 
through the sale of the 2005 cen¬ 
tennial calendar, a new history 
booklet and exhibits at the 
museum. 


revealed he died of smoke inhala- 
tioa 

The boy pleaded to second- 
degree murder charges in juve¬ 
nile court in Detroit and was sen¬ 
tenced as a juvenile. He was ini¬ 
tially charged with first-degree 
murder, felony murder and arsoa 
He will serve the next seven years 
in a juvenile detention facility. 

Police are still pursuing 
charges against three other men 
in the case. 

“T\vo of the men we’re looking 
at are in custody on unrelated 
charges, and the other one is still 
at large,” said Inkster Police Det 
Lt Kevin Smith. “We’re actively 
pursuing his whereabouts.” 

McKinney, Fields and the 14- 
year-old boy were arrested on the 
charges after a four-month joint 
investigation by the Inkster Police 
Department and the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 
The investigation into the where¬ 
abouts of about 40 guns that were 
stolen is still ongoing. So far, two 
guns stolen from the store have 
surfaced. 

Alexander was a recognizable 
face in the community. In addition 
to his involvement with the DDA, 
he volunteered in spoils organiza¬ 
tions and mentoring programs, 
family members said. 

Larry Polk of the law firm of 
Diallo, Wilder & Polk in Detroit, is 
representing Fields. Messages left 
for Polk were not returned 
Tuesday. 

Family members of Clyde 
Alexander were unreachable for 
comment Tuesday. 


“We want to focus on things 
that the township and city share 
such as the schools, the post 
office, the museum, the library 
and Belleville Lake,” said 
Wilson. “All things that we hold 
in commoa” 

Wilson said that early civic 
groups and organizations like 
the Masons, the Oddfellows and 
the Macabees will be featured, 
along with the original minutes 
from the Belleville Park and 
Playground Association who cre¬ 
ated Victory Park. 

The city will also be ringing in 
the New Year with a new city 
seal as part of the 2005 centenni¬ 
al celebration. The seal will fea¬ 
ture 2005 printed on the logo and 
a softer type style. 
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A hearty welcome 

It’s not often that we could find a reason to welcome a new fast 
food restaurant into the community, but every New Year brings new 
and unforeseen circumstances. 

So here we go: another Tim Horton’s is coming to Canton 
Township. Thank goodness. 

Now, some might say that Canton already has enough fast food 
restaurants. There are, in fact, already two Tim Horton's in the town¬ 
ship - one at the comer of Haggerty and Fbrd roads and one in front 
of the Meijer Thrifty Acres a few miles west on Ford Road. 

There is, however, one too many run down hotels in the relatively 
upscale community, too, and this Tim Horton’s will replace one of the 
ugliest: the DeSwan Motel. The archaic windmill that has graced the 
comer of Michigan Avenue and Beck Road, in front of the dilapidated 
motel, is hardly the type of landmark officials want at one of the main 
intersections in the community. 

OK, so fast food restaurants aren’t typically known for their striking 
architecture or the way they blend into the community. The destruc¬ 
tion of the old motel and its replacement with the Canadian food 
chain may not make anyone’s top 10 list, may not spur anyone to move 
into the community. 

But it will certainly dress up an ugly comer and supply one more - 
albeit small - step in the right direction. Tim Horton’s is coming to 
Canton. Thank you. 

What price dignity? 

It must be a difficult thing to work in a high-profile public occupa¬ 
tion 

The difficulty probably does not manifest itself in the daily routine, 
although these jobs, like any others probably have some days that are 
a lot more hectic than others. 

No, the difficulty arises from a simple fact: these positions are vir¬ 
tually unique in that every now and then their very livelihood is dis¬ 
cussed out in the open, often videotaped and telecast for people to 
watch later. It’s a distinction city or township administrators share 
with other legislators and perhaps professional athletes. 

What a strange thing it must be to sit behind a dais as people dis¬ 
cuss how much they think you should be paid. 

It’s often a no-win situation, too. There’s a common perception 
among taxpayers that, for the most part, municipal employees are 
overpaid. They get better benefits, better pensions, have more time off 
and they don’t work as hard as the rest of us. But no one can really 
know if that’s the case unless they take on the responsibilities of these 
municipal employees. Even then, it’s virtually impossible to sweep 
everyone into one category. 

The issue came up last month and again Monday night at the 
Westland City Council, when the council hosted a study session and 
later acted on a payment and benefit plan for department heads in 
the city. The typical comments came out: if you don’t like your job, go 
somewhere else; you’re already overpaid - that kind of thing Phrases 
like ‘slither out the back door’ were used. It makes one wonder why 
they would take the abuse, even though it only comes around once a 
year. 

Granted, this is a free market society and nothing prohibits a good, 
hardworking employee from seeking better alternatives elsewhere. 
It’s also why regular raises are necessary - when you’ve got good peo¬ 
ple working for you, you want to take care of them. 

In Westland, department heads make a certain percentage more 
than the highest paid employee within their department It ensures 

See Pay, page 5 
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It was a very good year 


Close 
to the 
Edge 


The dawn of a New Year is a 
time to reflect back on the previ¬ 
ous year and plan improvements 
for the upcoming one. 

Everyone knows this. These 
improvements come in the form 
of New Years Resolutions; most 
of us make them on the first day 
or two in January and break 
them shortly after that 

They usually start out the 
same way, at least for me: This 
year, it’s going to be different.. 

Well, in addition to the per¬ 
sonal ones that I’m going to try to 
keep: eating better, exercising 
more, finishing my novel, etc. 
there arc a few that relate to my 
job here that I would like to 
share. Who knows, maybe I’ll 
look back at the end of the year 
and ask myself, hey, whatever 
happened to that idea? I may 
even be forced to do it sooner I 
hope not because they all relate 
to bringing a better product to 
your doorstep. 

When we first took on the 
added task of running the for¬ 
mer Michigan Community 
Newspapers about two years 
ago, I knew it would be a daunt¬ 
ing task It was unlike anything I 
had undertaken before, for one 
thing I was - and still am, in my 
heart - a small town guy. I 


balked at the initial responsibili¬ 
ty 

The biggest immediate chal¬ 
lenge was to return those papers 
to the reputation they had 
enjoyed before, without dimin¬ 
ishing the reputation we had in 
other areas, specifically 
Plymouth and Northville. It’s 
hard to say how successful we’ve 
been at that, to be honest We 
receive a lot of positive feedback 
in person, but not a lot of input 
in generaL I guess I’m a bit of a 
cynic, and the lack of criticism is 
a concern. That’s in part 
because I always believe we can 
do better and a constant influx 
of sunshine is simply met with 
skepticism. 

It may be because of our loca¬ 
tion. In my last job, the newspa¬ 
per office was located right in 
the center of downtown. It was a 
classic small-town newspaper 
office, complete with an old, 
barely-housebroken dog, and 
feedback was one of the con¬ 
stants. It was common for people 
to wander in, ask about some¬ 
thing, pass along a compliment 
or what have you. It was pretty 
common, too, for the old-timers 
in Plymouth to come in and 
chastise me for some bit of his¬ 
torical perspective that I missed 


out on, point 
out some fal- 
lacies and 
‘threaten’ me with a rolled up 
edition, the way they might scold 
a naughty puppy. We don’t get 
too much of that here, maybe 
because this section of Michigan 
Avenue isn’t quite as pedestrian 
friendly as downtown Plymouth. 

The nature of this business, 
and society in general, means 
that you can’t make everyone 
happy. I’ve always tried to point 
out the good things that happen, 
put other things in perspective 
and hopefully, help solve prob¬ 
lems, tossing out an opinion 
about things that give me cheer 
or cause me concern along the 
way. I don’t always feel, though, 
that I’ve made a connection with 
the community, and that’s one 
thing I’d like to change in the 
coming year, whether it’s to be 
more visible in the community, 
more approachable or to simply 
make a better effort to return 
phone calls and answer email 
(which, at sspielman@joumal- 
group.com, is probably the best 
way to get a hold of me, particu¬ 
larly if Tm out in the community 
more.). 

See Year, page 5 
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Take this advice lying down 


I often note that activities that 
improve health don’t have to be 
hard work or take very long. 
Donating blood is something 
almost every adult can do in less 
than an hour - and lying down. 
Whole blood contains red blood 
cells, plasma and platelets. Each 
of these components can be 
transfused to several patients 
with different needs. 

Patient needs are becoming 
increasingly urgent According to 
the American Association of 
Blood Banks: 

• Approximately 8 million 
Americans donate a total of 14 
million units of whole blood dur¬ 
ing an average year 


• On average, 4 million patients 

require more than 23 million 
total units of blood components 
every year. 

• Almost 40,000 units of red 
blood cells alone are needed 
every day 

To be a donor, you simply need 
to: 

• Be in good health 

• Weigh at least 110 pounds 

• Be at least 17 years old (Some 
states accept donors less than 17 
years old, with parental consent) 

To find out where you can 
donate, call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE (1- 
800-448-3543), or visit 
www.givelife.org. 

Ernie Harwell, “the voice of the 


Detroit Tigers” 
for more than 
four decades, 
retired after 
55 years 
behind a major league micro¬ 
phone. Today, at age 86, Ernie’s 
days are filled with serving as a 
health and fitness advocate for 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan and Blue Care Network, 
public appearances, uniting, trav¬ 
eling and taking long walks with 
“Miss Lulu,” his wife of more than 
60 years. His latest book, a collec¬ 
tion of Iris baseball columns titled 
“Life After Baseball,” is available 
at local bookstores or by calling 1- 
800-245-5082. 
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Newsmaker egresses thanks 

To the editor; 

I am deeply honored that you 
would select me to be the Wayne 
Newsmaker of the Year, especial¬ 
ly considering others you were 
thinking about: 29th District 
Court Judge Laura Mack and 
United Auto Workers Local 900 
President Jeff Washington. As 
you mentioned in your article, I 
very much enjoy working for the 
City of Wayne. We have a very 
good mayor, mayor pro-tem and 
city council. In addition, we have 
very capable employees, who are 
led by very dedicated depart¬ 
ment heads. As you might expect, 
this makes my job considerably 
easier. 

2004 was a very good year for 
the City of Wayne and we are 
looking forward to making Wayne 
an even better place in which to 
live and work in 2005. 

Thank you again for honoring 
me. 

Sincerely , 
John Zech, 
Wayne City Manager 

Recycling efforts supported 

To the editor: 

Eighty four and nine lOths 
percent of Michigan’s trash goes 
into our landfills. Michigan’s 
recycling rate of 15.1 percent lags 
way behind the efforts of most of 
the nation. By depending on 
landfills to dispose of our trash 
we are endangering the natural 
resources of our state. 

We in Michigan have been 
blessed with a beautiful state 
with plenty of woods and water 
for our enjoyment. It is our 
responsibility to protect our envi¬ 
ronment for the generations to 
come. Michigan has depended 
on its deposit law since 1979, and 
let recycling efforts lag behind 
most of the country. Michigan 
beverage wholesalers and retail- 

Pay 

FROM PAGE 4 


that people will want to work 
toward a promotion, which 
implies that they will work hard- 


Letters 


ers have accepted their responsi- 
bility, but it is not enough. 
Everyone must get involved in 
saving our resources. 

The legislature has passed 
two bills that will require finan¬ 
cial support to a new Recycling 
Advisory Council and to a 
Statewide Recycling Coordinator 
These bills can put some teeth 
into our recycling efforts and 
would be a big step to improve 
our efforts statewide. 

In these times of tight budgets 
we must make some difficult 
choices on how we spend tax dol¬ 
lars, but I feel the additional 
expenses to support these bills is 
well worth it I urge you to sup¬ 
port Senate Bill 790 and Senate 
Bill 854 

These bills will do a lot to 
improve our recycling efforts. 

Bill Ventola , 
Plymouth 

Goodfellows send thanks 

To the editor: 

As we get ready to start the 
New Year, the Belleville/Van 
Buren Gooodfellows hope every 
family has the happiest of holi¬ 
days. 

Another year has been suc¬ 
cessfully done. As program coor¬ 
dinator for the Belleville/Van 
Buren Goodfellows, I personally 
would like to take this opportuni¬ 
ty to send a special thank you to 
all the volunteers who helped 
with the program for 2004. 

Over the past several months, 
the Belleville/Van Buren 
Goodfellows were able to make 
this Christmas brighter for over 
125 local families and 287 chil¬ 
dren. 

This would not have been pos- 
sible without your generous 
donations and support from the 
local residents, the business com¬ 
munity and the Van Buren Public 
Schools for their help in collect¬ 
ing food and toys. 


er to reach a higher position. 
Department heads have also 
recently weathered a pay freeze 
and have worked diligently to cut 
costs, citywide. As a result, the 
city had a $1.2 million fund 
reserve, rather than the $200,000 
they forecast 


liar 
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I also resolve to champion the 


cause of optimists, everywhere, 
because I’m always looking for a 
better tomorrow, myself. It’s 
been a good year, and 2005 can 
be an even better one. 

So looking back, I ask myself 



Michael (Reynolds 
Wedding 
f hotography 

...Lor a contemporary 
approach that captures 
both formal portraits and 
journalistic images, 
call Michael Reynolds 

1 ?2 Liberty St-, Plymouth 

www.michaelre^nolclsphotograph^.com 


To all the senior citizens who 
hold classes in the craft room 
and dining room at township 
hall, a special thanks for allowing 
us to use the rooms again for toys 
and food. 

Linda Combs, Sr. director and 
staff for help in compiling the 
names, for all the guys who 
helped in picking up the food in 
the community, Junior Girl Scout 
Troop 283, Chris Webb, Marc 
Griebe, Mike and Penny 
Holcomb, Shawn and Dakota 
LaMothe, Taylor Price, Candace 
and Noel Myshock and Dave 
Cushing for their help in sorting 
and re-boxing of food. 

A special thanks to Glenn 
Silvenis-Re/Max Crossroads for 
the use of their truck to help 
deliver toys to the township hall 
through your donations that ere 
purchased at Meijer’s. 

A special thanks to Dave 
Cushing, Mike and Candace, 
Melodie and Noel Myshock for 
all their help shopping for toys on 
Dec. 5. 

On Saturday, Dec. 11, we were 
able to distribute the food and 
toys with the help of Dave 
Cushing, Candace Myshock, 
Allen Smolen, deputy director of 
Van Buren Township Public 
Safety Department, Tim Smolen, 
reserve officer, Christopher 
DeWitt and a special thanks to 
the 34th District Court for allow¬ 
ing the community service work¬ 
ers once again to assist with the 
program. 

All your help was greatly 
appreciated and is friends like 
yourself that work together to 
make this program a success and 
to make sure that “No child goes 
without Christmas.” 

May this coming year be a 
time of peace and prosperity for 
you and your families. 

Happy New Year 

Pam Fleming 
Program coordinator for the 
Belleville Van Buren Goodfellows 


It’s easy to make complaints 
because nobody likes to think 
that their hard-earned tax dollars 
are being spent frivolously. We 
don’t think that’s the case here, 
though, and the bottom line 
shows it It’s time to give them a 
little slack 


Automotive 
art is now 
on display 


Scott Spielman 
Editor 


There will be a little foreshad¬ 
owing going on this week at the 
Plymouth Community Arts 
Council. 

The show that opened up 
there this week and runs through 
the end of the month was 
designed to blend into one of the 
most popular events in the 
Detroit area: the North 
American International Auto 
Show. 

Nancy Pilon, who helped 
coordinate the event for the arts 
council, said the different types 
of work will come from three dif¬ 
ferent artists: Gerald Freeman, 
Tom Hale and Alexander 
Buchan. 

“Our three artists will present 
totally different approaches to 
the depiction of automotive 
art. They have each exhibited 
nationally and have had commis¬ 
sions from around the world,” 
she said. “All have received 
numerous competitive awards 
for their work” 

Hale, of Northville is a former 
styling designer at General 
Motors, Chrysler and American 
Motors, according to Pilon. 

“His work is right out there,” 
she said. “He concentrates on the 
details of the car. One whole 
painting may be just a headlight” 

Freeman, originally from 



Automotive Impressions is the 
theme of the current art exhibit at 
the Plymouth Community Arts 
Council on Sheldon Road, south 
of M-14 in Plymouth. 

London, England, now lives in 
South Lyon. A former freelance 
illustrator and graphic designer, 
he concentrates on the historic 
aspect of the industry, with sever¬ 
al well-known paintings of his¬ 
toric races. 

“His goal is to draw the viewer 
into the moment in time and feel 
the atmosphere and excitement 
of great auto races,” Pilon said. 

Buchan is a Warren resident 
who works in bronze sculptures. 
His works also have a historical 
flair - with racing machines from 
the early 1900s and the men who 
put them together. 

The show opened on Tuesday 
and an artists’ reception will take 
place from 3- 6 p.m. on Jan 8. The 
exhibit hours are from 9 am. to 3 
p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays and from 
9 am. to 9 p.m. on Wednesdays. 
The arts council is located on 
Sheldon Road, just south of M-14 
in Plymouth. 

We really think this exhibit 
has a lot of appeal for auto lovers 
everywhere and a great prelude 
for the big auto show,” Pilon said. 


the same two questions: aro we 
better than we were? Yeah, I 
think so. Can 
we be even 
better? 

Yeah. 


Sites Now Being Reserved For 

The Abbeys 
of Westland 


2&3 
Bedroom 
Ranch Condos 

• Vaulted Ceilings 

• Gas Fireplace 

• Dishwasher 

• Refrigerator, Stove & Microwave 

• Club House w/Pool & Fitness Room 

• OPEN Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5 

www.classictradition.com 



1110 Abbey Court 
Westland 

734 - 641-7161 



OUR 

CLASSIFIEDS 

REALLY 

WORK. 

CALL 

734 - 467-1900 
TODAY 
TO PLACE 
YOUR AD ! 


IRS PROBLEMS 
IRS SOLUTIONS 

1-800-1RS-HELP 
(477-4357) 
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Hearing loss, 
the invisible and often 
forgotten handicap! 

Many of us participate in some form of 
medical preventative maintenance 
program, either with a 6-month cleaning at 
the Dentist, a bi-yearly eye examination by 
the Optometrist or our yearly physical with Gerald Hlig MA, CCC-A 
the Internist However, when was the last Clinical Audiologist 
time you had your hearing tested by an Audiologist? 

What is an Audiologist anyway? I hear this question often when asked what 
I do fora living. Simply, an Audiologist is an individual who provides cfiagnostic 
testing and rehabilitative treatment for the hearing-impaired population. 
Audiologists test patients of all ages with various etiologies of hearing loss. 
They are employed in hospitals, schools, government and private clinics. AD 
Audiologists either have a Masters or Doctoral degree in Audiology from an 
accredited University. 

Essentially, Audiologists perform hearing screenings and diagnostic testing 
for patients who feel they are having difficulty hearing and understanding 
speech. 

In 2000, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 1 recommends 
a hearing screening for everyone once every 10 years from 18 to 50 years of 
age, with more frequent screenings after age 50. If a hearing loss is diagnosed, 
a comprehensive audiological examination by an Audiologist is recommended. 
Follow-up audiological testing thereafter is recommended every 2-3 years. The 
need for this type of testing is increasingly important because of the incidence 
of hearing impairment in the United States. Hearing loss is not just a problem of 
the elderly either. According to a 1996 report from the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 2 , more than 28 million Americans of aD ages are 
thought to have some degree of hearing impairment Dr. Kochkin 3 also has 
stated that since 1994, more than 1 million “baby boomers’ between the ages 
of 45 and 54 have acknowledged a hearing problem, which required some type 
of audiological management. 

In a recent article by Drs. Newman and Sandridge 4 from the Cleveland 
Clinic, “Consequences of Hearing Loss" was discussed. They essentially 
stated, “hearing loss can seriously affect a person's quality of life". Limiting 
ones ability to listen in noisy situations and reducing participation in many 
social events that requires communicating with other people. Psychosocial 
effects of hearing loss also are seen through signs of withdrawal, cognitive loss, 
depression, social isolation, or psychosis. There are also risks of 
misclassification of the severity of senile dementia in elderly people with hearing 
loss. These are all excellent examples of why regular hearing screening or 
hearing testing should be performed to patients of all ages. 

If you or someone you love believes you could benefit from a hearing test I 
would strongly recommend that you consult with an Audiologist for purposes of 
obtaining a comprehensive audiological examination. 

Gerald Hug MA, CCC-A 

Clinical Audiologist 

445 S. Harvey St. 

Plymouth, Ml 48170 

(734)451-0800 
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jobs creation 

2005 federal income tax returns instead of 
deducting state and local income taxes. If 
you pay no state income tax, you will, of 
course, choose the sales tax deduction. 

To calculate the deduction, you'll have 
the option of totaling the actual dollar 
amount of sales tax paid during the year, or 
using a standard table provided by the IRS. 
You can add tax paid on certain large 
purchases, such as vehicles or boats, to 
the figure in the standard table. 

Planning tip: Accelerating large 
purchases into 2004 may benefit you, 
assuming your itemized deductions will 
exceed the standard deduction amount 
($9,700 for married filing jointly, $4,850 for 
singles). 

Another consideration is the timing of 


Make the right move to finding your dream home. 

Call Chase Home Finance first...because home ownership matters. 
TAILORED MORTGAGE PROGRAMS 


Nelson Wilson 

A VP-Senior Loan Officer 


• Interest Only programs 

’ No Closing Cost purchases 

* Zero Down Payment Purchases 
No Closing Cost Refinances 


• FHA.VA mortgages 

• First-Time Home Buyer programs 

• Home Equity financing with no closing costs and Prime minus rates 

• No-Doc programs 


Make the move to Chase Home Finance, call today. 
Nelson Wilson 
866-LOW WEST Office 
800-291-1761 Voice Mail 

The West Team 


Results cA the mortgage affordability estimate are guidelines; the estimate i 


rawiTrtmerTt under New Jersey law For down payments at less that 20%. Mortgage Insurance^ 


is required and Ml charges apply. Home Equity Loans/bnes are 


^ ^ r ° pcny aPP™* ProgmmSSL and concfito are 


n New YorK Hew Jersey, Connecticut and Texas 


AH loans offered through Chase Manhattan Mortgage 


LEND! 


The American 


Coming 
soon to a tax 
return near 
you: the 
American 
Jobs Creation 
Act of 2004. 
This new law 
contains 
changes that 
may affect 
your year-end 
tax planning. 
Sales tax deduction. The new law 
creates an itemized deduction for state and 
local sales and use taxes. You can choose 
to deduct these taxes on your 2004 and 


act of 2004 could affect you 


your final state income tax payment. If the 
sales tax deduction will be more 
advantageous, you might opt to defer the 
last estimated state income tax payment 
into 2005. 

Be aware that if you're exposed to the 
alternative minimum tax (AMT), state and 
local taxes are not deductible when 
computing AMT liability. 

Vehicle donations. Beginning in 2005, 
the new law tightens the rules for donations 
of vehicles to charity by placing a cap on 
the amount you can deduct and by 
requiring charities to provide 


documentation. 

Generally, for cars, boats, and airplanes 
with a claimed value of $500 or more, your 
deduction will be limited to the sale amount 
if the charity sells the vehicle instead of 
keeping and using it. In addition, you must 
obtain written acknowledgement of your 
contribution from the charitable 
organization. 

Other provisions in the law could affect 
you. Please call for an appointment to 
review the changes and their impact on 
your tax situation. 


Listen to Fred Grant’s radio show 
“Inside Small Business” every weekend on 
or call Fred at 734-455-1040 


Covering Your 
Assets Part IV 

We've discussed different 
sources of down payment 
money and what lenders 
require to verify these funds. 

401K or retirement accounts 
are sometimes used for down . ..... 

payment or as a source for ^elIson WilIson 

K . ii . AVPSemor Loan Officer 

reserves. Typically your most The West TeamIChase Home Finance 

recent account statement will be satisfactory. However 
because of the nature of these funds you should keep 
some things in mind. 


If you are borrowing against your 401K some lenders 
will include this as an additional debt. Though this may 
seem silly, since it is your own money, their view is that it is a 
monthly obligation. If you are tight on your qualifying ratios 
this could be an important consideration. It may affect 
whether you choose to 'cash out or borrow. 


Also if considering using a 401k or retirement account 
for down payment it is a good idea to consult with your 
financial planner or counselor to see if this is indeed the 
best choice for you considering your saving, investment 
and retirement goads. Extra thought should be given to 
using 401K or retirement accounts for down payments. 
Because there is a long term cost for doing so. And that is 
the cost of lost opportunity. That cost should be carefully 
weighed. 


If you are 
using these 
accounts for your 
down payment 
some plans allow 
you to 'cash out* a 
portion and other 
types allow you to 
borrow against it 
Do keep copies of 
all the paperwork 
concerning the 
transaction. 
Include a copy of 
the check and the 
deposit receipt 


When to 
Sell Real Estate 


Many individuals have done well by 
investing in real estate over the years. 

Some of their investments have been in 
vacant land and others in rental 
properties. But there often comes a 
point in time when real estate, Curt Whipple 
particularly residential rentals, is too C. Curtis and Associates, Inc. 
demanding an investment compared 

to other assets such as stocks and bonds. So what is the best way 
to transfer the responsibilities of managing or even totally getting 
the asset out of your portfolio? 

With income properties, you could just hire a property 
manager. But sometimes this isn't cost efficient or perhaps you've 
had enough and just want ouL 

There are several ways to remove real estate from your portfolio 
and perhaps increase your income at the same time. 

- An outright sale is the simplest Tax consequences, however, 
can take up to 20% of your long-term gains (plus State tax plus 
recapture tax if it applies). 

- An installment sale can ease the tax bite, but you will have to wait 
longer to get your money (yet pay all the tax today). 

- A 1031 exchange to a less demanding or higher income 
producing property could simplify your life and defer income 
taxes. For example, selling your apartment building and using the 
equity to buy a McDonald's location results in less demanding 
property as the commercial tenant usually takes care of aii 
property responsibilities. 

- If you also want to help a charity, you could put the property into a 
charitable remainder trust that would sell the real estate without 
paying capital gains tax (and you an income as long as you live 
and even stretched to the next generation). 

- You could use a “private annuity” if you desire to transfer the 
property to heirs and want to immediately remove it from your 
estate. 

Another alternative would be to get a new mortgage to free up 
cash that you could put in other investments to further portfolio 
diversification. Before you make any changes though, you might 
want to take some factors into consideration. For instance, what 
does your family think of this? Do your children expect to get or 
stay involved with the real estate? And supposed your married. 
Would your spouse have the ability or even want to take care of 
real estate if you died? If not, you might end up leaving him or her 
with a bundle of problems and responsibilities. 

Coming up with the appropriate strategy to remove real estate 
from your portfolio needs to be approached with a coordinated 
effort that addresses your financial, family, legal, and tax situation. 
C. Curtis and Associates, Inc. 

(734) 844-3400 
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MINUTES THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
ROMULUS CITY COUNCIL HELD 
DECEMBER 13, 2004 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER 
ROMULUS CITY HALL, 11111 S. WAYNE ROAD, 
ROMULUS, MICHIGAN 48174. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Councilman William Wadsworth. 
Present: LeRoy Burcroff, William Crova, Michael Pry by la. 

Excused: Mayor Pro Tern Randolph Gear, Chairman Pro-Tern Debbie Romak, 
Councilman Charles Miller. 

Administrative Officials in Attendance: 

Alan Lambert, Mayor 

Linda R. Choate, CMC, Clerk 

Pamela Morrison/Kersey, CMFA, Treasurer 

1. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to approve the agenda as presented. 

f 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth 
Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

04-483 

2. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Burcroff to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting of the Romulus City Council held December 6, 2004 as corrected. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

04-484 

3A. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Burcroff to concur with the recommendation of 
City Planner Cyndi Lyon and approve the vacating of Henry Ruff Road between 
Smith and Vining Roads based upon the provision in the Metro World Centre Planned 
Development Agreement and verification that the home at 34030 Henry Ruff has 
been vacated; and to provide funding and materials for a Historical Plaque with its 
inscription and placement to be decided by the Romulus Historical Society. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Prybyla, Wadsworth. 

Abstain - Crova, 

Motion Carried. 

04-485 

3B. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to grant a six (6) year Industrial 
Facilities Exemption Certificate (IFEC) to Southview Gladiolus Farms, 35935 Ecorse 
Road, Romulus, Michigan, 48174, with an expiration date of December 3, 2011. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes- Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth. Nays -None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

04-486 

3C. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroffto concur with Planning Commission, 
and introduce rezoning of PC-2004-033, 5.01+- Acres from M-l Light Industrial to 
MT-2 Industrial Transportation 2 District. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes. - Burcroff, Crova, Wadsworth. 

Langworthy LeBlanc and Associates, Inc., dated October 6, 2004. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth. 

Nays None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

04-487 

3D. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Burcroff concur with the recommendation of 
Planning Commission and the request of the Petitioner, PC-2004-034 and introduce 
an Ordinance to amend Appendix A, Zoning by rezoning 10.41+- Acres DP# 
82-80-001-99-0008-704, 28645 Beverly Road, from M-l, Light industrial District to 
MT-1 Industrial Transportation I District. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth. 

Nays None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

04-488 

3E. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to concur with the recommendation of 
Planning Commission and the request of the Petitioner,' PC-2004-035 and introduce 
an Ordinance to amend Appendix A,-Zoning by rezoning 6.015+- Acres DP# 
82-80-001-99-0008-704, south side of Van Bom Road, West of Inkster Road from 
C-2 General Business District to M-2 General Industrial District, consistent with the 
recommendation of City Planning Consultant Langworthy Strader LeBlanc and 
Associates, Inc., letter dated October 6, 2004. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth 
Nays None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

04-489 

3F. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to concur with the recommendation of 
Planning commission and the request of the Petitioner, PC-2004 021 and introduce an 
Ordinance to amend Appendix A, Zoning by rezoning 2.2+- Acres (9 Parcels), DP#’s 
g?_80-044-01-009-300 from C-2 General Business District to C-3 Highway Sendee 
District, 82-80-044-01-0013-301, 82-80-044-01-0022-000, 82-80-044-01-0024-300, 
82-80-044-01-0026-300 from Rl-B Single Family Residential District to C-2, 
General Business District, lot 59 and the western portion of lot 58 of DP# 
82-80-044-01-0058-000 from Rl-B, Single Family Residential District to C-2 
General Business District, the eastern portion of lot 58 of DP# 82- 
80-044-01-0058-000 from RI-E] Single Family Residential District to C-3, Highway 
Service District, and DP# 82-80-044-01-0060-000, 82-80-044-01-0061-000, 
82-80-044-01-0062-000 from Rl-B, Single Family Residential District to C-2, 


General Business District, south side of Ecorse Road between Middlebelt and Famum 
Roads, consistent with the recommendation of City Planning Consultant Langworthy 
Strader LeBlanc and Associates, Inc., letter dated November 5, 2004. 

Roll Call Vote Showing, Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Wadsworth. 

Nays -Prybyla. 

Motion Carried. 

04-490 

4A. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to concur with the recommendation of 
legal counsel James E. Tamm and authorize him to proceed as directed regarding 
Oreo Investments, Inc. vs City of Romulus. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

4. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to accept the Chairman’s Report. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth. Nays -None. 
Motion Carried Unanimously. 

04-491 

5A. Motion by Crova, supported by Prybyla to concur with Purchasing Coordinator 
Lynn Conway and award Bid 04/05-16 Demolition List 04-01 to the lowest overall 
bidder, Van Assche Construction in the amount of $21,925. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

04-492 

5B. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Burcroff compliance with Sec. 31-1 of the 
Romulus Code of Ordinances to adopt a resolution to determine a need for street 
lighting to be specially assessed for the Ponds at Gateway Condominiums, and to 
direct the City Assessor to prepare a list of all lots and real property making up the 
total area of property affected by such improvement. Further, the City Engineer shall 
prepare a detailed estimate of all expenses incidental to such improvement and report 
same to City Council. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla Wadsworth 
Nays -None. ^ 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

04-493 

6A1. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Prybyla to concur with City Attorney Barry 
Seifman, to extend participation by Romulus in the Joint Management Committee for 
another year beginning January 1, 2005 with Department of Public Works Director, 
Carl Brooks as the City’s designated representative and Richard Suiter as the alter¬ 
nate. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth 
Nay$ -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

04-494 

6A2.Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to concur with city attorney, Barry 
Seifman and authorize Mayor and Clerk to sign the Downriver Sewer Violation 
Settlement Stipulated Agreement resolving all consent decree violations in the matter 
of United States et al. V. Wayne County et al.. Civil Act No. 87-70992 (E.D.Mi). 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

04-495 

7. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Prybyla to schedule a Study Session January 10, 
2005, at 7:00 p.m. in the City of Romulus Council Chambers, located at 11111 Wayne 
Road, Romulus, Michigan 48174 to discuss the upcoming Downtown Spring Festival. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unaninously. 

04-496 

11. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Crova to authorize the Treasurer of the City of 
Romulus to disburse funds as listed in Warrant 04-23 in the grand total amount of 
Eight Hundred Forty Two Thousand, Four Hundred Eighty One Dollars and Ninety 
Five Cents ($842,481.95). 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. Abstain - Burcroff. 

Motion Carried. 

12. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Burcroff to adjourn the regular meeting of the 
Romulus City Council. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Prybyla, Wadsworth. 

Nays -None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda R. Choate, CMC, Clerk 

I, Linda R. Choate, Clerk for the City of Romulus, Michigan do hereby certify the 
foregoing to be a true copy of the minutes of the regular meeting of the Romulus City 
Council held Deceber 13, 2004. 

Linda R. Choate 
City Clerk 

Publish: January 6, 2005 
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Donors provide new high 
school computer lab 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


Students at South Middle 
School received a high-tech sur¬ 
prise this week when they 
returned from the holiday break: 
a new computer lab. 

Thanks to the combined efforts 
and donations of Visteon, Cisco 
and IBM, the school has a reno¬ 
vated computer lab with 32 com¬ 
puters, new computer tables, cur¬ 
tains and fresh coat of paint on 
the walls. 

Visteon contributed $15,000, 
which South Middle School used 
to purchase 10 IBM computers. 
IBM donated an additional 22 
computers and Cisco donated a 
package of switches and routers 
in tandem with a wireless net¬ 
work system. In total, the school 
received about $70,000 in dona¬ 
tions. 

Recently, more than 35 volun¬ 
teers from Visteon, Cisco, IBM 
and the Van Buren Public 
Schools came together to recon¬ 
struct the computer lab. The ren¬ 
ovation included the installation 
of the software, painting, curtains 
and wiring, according to Bill 
Houston, principal at South 
Middle School. 

“The workday was totally 


impressive,” he said. “Everyone 
just came together to get the 
painting and installation done 
pretty quickly. The biggest sur¬ 
prise of the day was the computer 
tables that were donated. They 
are a new modem design and go 
great in the think center” 

Although the lab is not com¬ 
pletely finished, Houston said 
when it is, it will have the newest 
computer models with “think cen¬ 
tres,” featuring the Pentium IX 
System, 17-inch flat screen moni¬ 
tors, CD/RW and DVD features, 
wireless capabilities, the 
Microsoft XP Office programs 
and the Deep Freeze security sys¬ 
tem. 

“All the computers are here. 
We’re just waiting for some of the 
hardware, but the remodeling is 
almost done and the room looks 
beautiful,” he said. 

And with the new computer 
lab, Houston said that the school 
will begin a new E-mentoring pro¬ 
gram near the end of this month. 
The program will match-up stu¬ 
dents with a mentor from IBM to 
correspond by e-mail once a 
week. Through the school-super¬ 
vised program, students will 
explore the work life of an IBM 
employee, new academic skills 
and other career explorations. 



Parent Sheila Stranyak (above), who is a system administrator for the City of Ann Arbor, helped install one 
of the 32 wireless cards in the computers. 


Bob Jones (left), software 
account manager for IBM 
and Donna Medrysa 
(right), purchasing and 
program office manager for 
Visteon, were just two of 
the many volunteers who 
helped renovate the South 
Middle School computer 
lab. 


“We already have a third 
of the class signed up for 
the program,” said 
Houston. “I’m humbled and 
honored from this dona¬ 
tion. Now we are able to do 
programs like this.” 

The school will host a 
meeting for parents at 7 
p.m. tonight at South 
Middle School about the 
new program. 



OBITUARIES 


SILVER Marguerite 

Marguerite Lucile Silvey, 91, of Taylor, 
formerly of Romulus and Lewiston, died 
Dec. 21. 

Among her survivors are her sons, 
Gordon C. (Wanda) Silvey and James Lee 
(Rose) Silvey, all of Romulus; eight grand¬ 
children, 18 great-grandchildren, and five 
great-great-grandchildrea 

Mrs. Silvey was a bus driver for both the 
Lewiston Public Schools and the Romulus 
Public Schools. 

She was a member of Community United 
Methodist Church in Romulus where the 
Rev William Kren officiated at her funeral 
services. 

Interment was at Michigan Memorial 
Park in Flat Rock 

Arrangements were entrusted to the 
David C. Brown Funeral Home in 
Belleville. 

BARRETT, Maiy 

Mary Evelyn Barrett, 78, of Belleville 
died Dec. 24 

Among her survivors is her husband of 
more than 58 years, Charles Paul Barrett; a 
son, Michael (Sandra) Barrett of Greenville, 
SC; a daughter, Connie Sue (Richard) 
Crawford of Canton Township; three grand¬ 
children, and seven great-grandchildrea 

Mrs. Barrett was employed with the 
Federal Aviation Agency for more than 20 
years prior to her retirement 

Flineral services were at the David C. 
Brown Funeral Home with the Rev. 
Richard Crawford officiating. 

Interment was at Arborcrest Memorial 
Park in Ann Arbor 

SMITH, Helen 

Helen Rose Smith, 90, of Belleville, died 
Dec. 22. 


Among her survivors are her children, 
James E. “Smitly” (Doris) Smith of Cement 
City, Kathleen (Gerald) Pawlowski of 
Brooklyn, John W. (Sandra) Smith of 
Brighton, Shirley (Dane) Vlaz of Belleville 
and Arnold (Patricia) Smith of Myrtle 
Beach, SC; sisters, Marie (Steve) Smiertka 
and Eleanor Gabris, both of Detroit; 29 
grandchildren, several great-grandchildren, 
and numerous great-great grandchildren. 

Mrs. Smith was employed at the Ben 
Franklin store in Belleville and was known 
as the “dime store lady.” 

She was a member of the Van Buren 
Senior Center and St. Anthony Catholic 
Church. FUneral services were at the David 
C. Brown Funeral Home with Father 
Thomas H Cusick officiating. 

Interment was at Michigan Memorial 
Park in Flat Rock 

STENMAN, Leroy 

Leroy John Stenman, 70, of Ypsilanti, 
formerly of Romulus, died Dec. 26. 

Among his survivors are his wife of more 
than 47 years, Fay Joan (Brown) Stenman; 
sons, John (Angela) Stenman of Peck and 
Jim (Reba) Stenman of Belleville; daugh¬ 
ters, Lori (Ronald) Bandy of Scottsville, KY 
and Linda (Joseph) Carrier of Wayne; sib¬ 
lings, Ester Gregory of Pennsylvania, Robert 
(Ella) Stenman of Plumville, PA, Jane 
(Edward) Iasacson of East Bradey, PA, 
Louise Good and Betty (George) Foose, all 
of Pennsylvania, and eight grandchildrea 

Mr. Stenman served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps during the Korean Conflict 

Memorial services were at Grace Baptist 
Church in Belleville with Pastor Robert J. 
White officiating. 

Arrangements were entrusted to the 
David C. Brown Funeral Home in 
Belleville. 





Here’s what we can offer your child: 


Elementary School . 

Prc-school 

All-Day kindergarten 
Early reading program 
Hands-on math & science 
Social Studies inquiry methods 
Guided reading 
Technology-based learning 
Elementary band 
After-school programming 
State-aligned curriculum 
NCA accreditation in many schools 


Middle School 

Technology-based learning 
Advanced math 
Outstanding reading progran 
Career Pathways 
Educational Development Pla 
State-competitive bands, choi 
Foreign languages 
Athletics 

After-school programming 
State-aligned curriculum 
NCA accreditation in all scho 


Now through 
Taylor School District is 

accepting applications for 
enrollment from students 
throughout Wayne County... 

To help prepare your child for a 
world of possibilities, call: 

13 - 295-5742 


Its never too 
late to think 
about your 
childs future... 


TAYLOR 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Educating tor Die 21 si Century 


Parents. Don’t forget to ask about our All-Day Kindergarten and Before- 

and After-School Latchkey programs (available in many of our elementary shook) 


Our deadline is Jan. 14 
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Governor vetoes proposed recycling council 


Scott Spielman 
Editor 


This legislation would 
have begun the process 
of implementing a 
comprehensive plan to improve 
our dismal performance. 

State Sen. Cameron Brown 


Legislation that would have provided a 
statewide Recycling Advisory Council 
and a statewide M M 

recycling coordina- J J 

tor was vetoed last 
week by Gov. 

Jennifer Granholm. 

The bills were 
part of a package 
designed to 

increase the recy¬ 
cling rate within the 
state, according to 
State Sea Cameron 
Brown (R-Fawn 
River Township), 
who sponsored 

Senate Bill (SB) 790. That bill would have 
created the Recycling Advisory Council 
to help develop a coordinated recycling 
program. 

“Michigan has one of the worst recy¬ 
cling rates in the nation, largely due to 
the lack of a coordinated statewide recy¬ 
cling plan,” she said. “This legislation 
would have begun the process of imple¬ 
menting a comprehensive plan to 
improve our dismal performance.” 

Brown and State Sen. Patty Birkholz 


(R-Sagatuck Township) chaired a 
Recycling Task Force that looked into the 
issue. 

Birkholz sponsored SB 854, which 
would have established the statewide 
recycling coordina¬ 
tor, another recom¬ 
mendation of the 
task force. The posi¬ 
tion already exists 
within the 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality (DEQ), she 
said, but the legisla¬ 
tion would have 
made the position a 
permanent one via 
statute. 

“We worked dili¬ 
gently with senate and house members 
and staff on both sides of the aisle to 
develop this legislation to help local com¬ 
munities begin or expand recycling 
efforts,” Birkholz said. “This package rep¬ 
resents the first step to increase 
Michigan’s pitiful recycling rate. 

“The governor may have set us two 
steps backward today, but we’re not giving 
up,” she added.” 

Her bill was approved along party 
lines in the Senate, and primarily along 


party lines in the House of 
Representatives, too, where it was 
approved 5844 

Funding was an issue for some of those 
who voted it down. 

“Without new 
funding or policy 
changes, the bills 
simply put off 
actions that could 
be taken to improve 
the state’s low recy¬ 
cling rate,” said 
State Rep. Kathleen 
Law (D-Gibraltar). 

“The administra¬ 
tion also says the 
bills infringe upon 
the authority of the 
executive branch. """ 

SB 854 establishes a specific job descrip¬ 
tion for an existing executive branch posi- 
tion, which 
should be the 
province of 
the DEQ 
director” 

State Rep. 

Steve Bieda 
(D-Warren), 
said the inten¬ 
tion was good, 


- 55 - 

Without new funding 
or policy changes, the bills 
simply put off actions that could 
be taken to improve the 
state’s low recycling rate. 

State Rep. Kathleen Law 


but the policy flawed. 

“Good intentions don’t always trans¬ 
late into good policy,” he said. “I voted ‘no’ 
on SB 854 because the new office created 
by the bill, that of statewide recycling 
coordinator, is 
entrusted with an 
enormous amount 
of work, but with no 
funding and essen¬ 
tially no staff. 

“Although the bill 
makes the office 
sound rather 
grandiose, this bill 
essentially creates a 
new cubicle at the 
DEQ - one that is 
not funded and 
would draw from 
already scare and limited resources of 
the department” 


Group uses online pet adoption site 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 


The Buster Foundation in Belleville has made 
the pet adoption process even easier by turning to 
an online pet adoption service. 

Recently, the foundation joined forces with 
Petfinder.com and, according to the organization, 
homeless pets in the area now stand a greater 
chance of being adopted. 

Joanie Wazney, who runs the Buster 
Foundation, considers the online addition a bless¬ 
ing. 

‘Tetfinder is a godsend for shelter and rescue 
groups,” she said. “It gets the exposure out there, 
which is good for us because there are so many 
people who don’t even know that there is a rescue 
group for this breed.” 

The Buster Foundation was formed about two 
years ago. It is a non-profit Pitbull/Bully breed mix 
education and rescue group. The rescue group pro¬ 
vides the necessary spay and neuter services, med¬ 
ical treatments, shelter, obedience training, as well 
as adoption services, according to Wazney. 

“My work is certainly cut out for me just because 
of how controversial the pitbull is, but I, myself, 
would never have another breed. They are a high- 
energy, strong and personable breed,” said Wazney. 
“It’s true that a larger dog can do more damage, but 
it’s unfair to lump them all together as vicious 
killers. I try my best to train them and give them 
the best socialization skills.” 

Wazney added that even though the breed is typ¬ 
ically stereotyped as violent, overall, they have had 
a high adoption rate. In just the past year she said 
more than 30 dogs were adopted. 

“I’m pleased with the work we’ve done,” said 
Wazney. “We get a lot of support from the area resi¬ 
dents and I still hear back from a lot of the families 
that have adopted. The advantage to being in a fos¬ 
ter-care environment is that we can get a better 
assessment of what the breed is all about” 

But even though adoptions seem to be moving 
fast, Wazney said there are still many older dogs 
that need a home. She is confident the online adop¬ 
tion process will only benefit 

“We can get the dog photos out there as well and 
already we’ve been getting more calls,” she said. 

Petfinder currently has more than 160,000 
homeless pets listed and it is updated daily 

Betsy Saul, president and co-founder of 
Petfinder, confirmed that people often drive long 
distances to get the pet they want 


“It makes finding a pet nearby easier,” she said. 
“All the information is right there on the computer 
and potential adopters can search their local shel¬ 
ter from the comfort of home.” 


Sites Now Being 
Reserved For 



Timbers Edge 


2 & 3 
Bedroom 
Ranch 
Condos 


• Vaulted Ceilings 

• Gas Fireplace 
•Dishwasher 

• Refrigerator, Stove & Microwave 

• Club House w/Pool & Fitness Room 

• OPEN Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5 

www.classictradition.com 



Taylor 

734 - 320-1955 



LICENSED BY THE 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

WILLOW CREEK 


LICENSED 
ASSISTED LIVING 


VERSES 


NON LICENSED 
ASSISTED LIVING 


.Fee 

Room & Board. 

.Fee 

ed 

without service 


Included 

Housekeeping. 

.Additional 

Included 

Laundry.. 

..Additional 

.Included 

Bathing. 

.Additional 

.Included 

Grooming. 

.Additional 

.Included 

Medication Dispensed. 

.Additional 


No matter which location you choose, family 
andfriends won’t have far to drive to visit 
and the grandchildren can come as 
often as you’d like. Shopping is 
nearby and the van can get there 
safely and back home before you 
know it. Located in a close-knit 
area, our communities combine 
small town charm with all the 
benefits of being right in the 
Metro area. 


Willow Creek of Belleville I Willow Creek of Wayne 



44401 1-94 South Service Drive 
Belleville, Michigan 48111 
(734) 699-2900 • Fax (734) 699-8558 


31720 Van Born 
Wayne, Ml 48184 

(734) 326-8030 • Fax (734) 326-8149 


Call 467-1900 to Subscribe to the Journal Today! 



ONLY $4,995 


2001 Dodge Neon 



Auto, air, power windows, 

power locks. 


ONLY $6,992 


2001 Kia Sportage 4x4 



Auto, air, cruise & more. 


ONLY $7,933 


2002 Chrysler Seibring 



Loaded & looking 
for a good home. 


ONLY $8,686 


2003 Mitsubishi Outlahder 



866-727-4884 


ONLY $14,936 




DifkOD Swtl 


MAKE EVERY 
MILE COUNT | ^ 

48148 Ml Ave„ Gantr* 1 — 
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_Sports_ 

Whalers lose 2004 finale, 5-4, to Sarnia in OT 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


The Plymouth Whalers didn’t finish 2004 on a good 
note. They fell to division foes the Sarnia Sting, 5-4, in 
overtime last Thursday in front of a sold out crowd at 
Compuware Sports Arena in Plymouth Township. 

It took nearly a complete overtime period before 
Sarnia’s Michael Haley knocked one by Plymouth’s 
replacement goalie, Justin Garay, for the win. Only 1:06 
was left in the extra frame. Brad Efthimiou earned his 
fourth point of the night on an assist and Matt Palech was 
also credited with an assist 

Efthimiou scored three of the five goals for the Sting- 
all in the second period, and all within about a two- 
minute span. 

After a scoreless first period, Plymouth struck first 
with a short-handed goal from John Mitchell at 6:52 in 
the second. John Vigilante and Mike Looby assisted on 


the play. 

With Mike Martinelli and Mike Knight in the box for 
hooking and roughing respectively, the way was paved for 
Efthimou to score two power-play goals, back-to-back. 
The first, from Nicholas Tuzzolinno and Chad 
Painchaud, came at 15:08 and the second was scored 
unassisted at 16:44, which gave the Sting a 2-1 lead. 

He scored his third straight at the 17:16 mark, which 
made it a 3-1 game. Mathis Olimb and Richard Clune 
earned the assists on the even-strength score. 

That wasn’t all for Sarnia, though. They kept their 
scoring streak alive in the third with a shot from Scott 
Restoule - his first of the year - at 2:14 of the sessioa 
Clune and Olimb helped on that goal, as well. 

The rest of the period belonged to the Whalers. They 
scored three unanswered goals to knot the game, 4-4, and 
force the overtime period. 

James Neal started the comeback with his 12th tally of 
the year Mitchell and Ryan McGinnis helped on the play. 


Jonas Fiedler added one at the 15:30 mark from Corey 
Tanaka and Neal. And Looby registered his third goal of : 
the year to square things up with 1:17 remaining in regu¬ 
lation 

But the Sting deflated the hopes of 3,808 Whaler fans 
when Haley knocked in the winner in overtime. 

Despite the loss, the Whalers (15-144-3) remain in sec¬ 
ond place in the West division. They had help from 
Kitchener, who shut out the West’s first place squad Sault ] 
Ste. Marie Greyhounds (16-16-5-1), 3-0. Sarnia (11-21A-1) 
is in fourth place in the West 

Whalers 6, Battalion 2 

Things went much better for Plymouth when they 
defeated the Brampton Battalion, 6-2, at home last 
Tuesday, their first game back on the ice after Christmas. 

Mitchell led the scoring efforts with two goals and 
Ryan Nie solidified the win with 24 saves on 26 shots. 

See Whalers, page 12 



Plymouth gymnasts perform, 
despite small team adversity 


St Mary’s tops Zebras 
with buzzer-beater 


Jason Carmel Davis 
Staff Writer 

The Plymouth High School 
gymnastics team is currently in a 
very interesting situation. 
Gymnastics at the school is a no¬ 
cut sport and, because of the size 
of the team, the girls can’t qualify 
for a team score. 

“I need at least five or six girls 
on each event to count for a team 
score,” said Head Coach Melissa 
Chang. “If someone gets hurt, 
there is no one to replace them.” 

Chang presently has three 
performers who record individ¬ 
ual scores at meets. In their first 
meet of the season, only one girl 
could compete, as the other two 
gymnasts were ill. In their sec¬ 
ond contest, each girl performed 


admirably, Chang said. 

This is Chang’s initial cam¬ 
paign with the team. While there 
are some drawbacks to having 
such a small unit, there are some 
positives, as well. All except one 
performer - a sophomore Paige 
Tofil - are new to the squad. 

“Having a new coach was 
easy for them because they had 
never known anyone else,” 
Chang said. “Also, we’re really 
able to get to know each other 
and be very productive in our 
practices.” 

Chang said the girls would 
like to eventually field a larger 
team, but they are very happy 
with their current situation. 

Even with such a small squad, 
Chang said she expects one of 
the younger performers to shine 


this season. 

FVeshman Jordan Brodehl is 
the team’s only all-around gym¬ 
nast, as she competes on the 
vault, bars, beam and floor exer¬ 
cise. Chang said she came to 
Plymouth with a great deal of 
experience. She was a high level 
gymnast at the Michigan 
Academy of Gymnastics. Due to 
an injury, she has competed in 
just one meet, but Chang said 
she expects her to excel this sea¬ 
son. 

“I anticipate her having a 
great first year, and I look to her 
to continue to improve in her 
years to come because she is 
only a freshman,” Chang said. 
“She is a very hard worker, and 
is a great leader to the other 
girls.” 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Orchard Lake St Mary’s was 
the Grinch who stole Christmas 
from the Wayne Memorial Zebras 
when they met in a post-holiday 
game at the River Rouge 
Invitational tournament last 
week. 

It was St Mary’s sophomore 
guard Kalin Lucas that stuffed 
the coal in the Zebras’ stocking. 
Not only did he score 29 points in 
the 69-67 victory, he nailed the 
winning basket as time expired 
in the fourth quarter. 

“It was close throughout; back 
and forth the whole way,” said 
Wayne Coach Wayne Woodard. 
“He (Lucas) threw up an off-bal¬ 
anced shot and it rolled around 
the rim and went in. There wasn’t 
much we could do about it” 

Wayne led 16-15 after the 
opening quarter, but SL Mary’s 
came back in 
the second 
frame and 
outscored them 
20-15 for a four- 
point lead at 
halftime. 

In the third, 
it was Wayne’s 
turn to outscore 
SL Mary’s, 20-18, but they still 
trailed by two, 51-53. They 
evened things up at 67 before 
Lucas’ shot rolled in and time 
expired. 

Senior center Chris McLaurin 
assisted on the play. He passed 
the ball up to Lucas, who shot it 
in from about 10 feet ouL accord¬ 
ing to Woodard. McLaurin sank 
20 points and nabbed 13 
rebounds in the win, too. 

The loss was Wayne’s fourth 
this season by four points or less. 

Senior guard Danny Walsh led 
the Zebras with 20 points. Gene 
Nix added 16, Maurice Nelson, 
14, and Rodrick Walker, 12, for 
Wayne. 

Things continued to go every 
way but the right way for the 
Zebras at the tournament They 


fought another tough battle when 
they faced Southfield in the con¬ 
solation match-up the following 
day. 

There, they were up 41-39 at 
the start of the fourth frame but 
Southfield started the final peri¬ 
od with nine unanswered points, 
which put Wayne down 48-41. 

The Zebras only mustered up 
nine points in the fourth, which 
allowed Southfield to secure the 
win, 57-50. 

Wayne had a two-point lead, 
17-15, after the first period of 
play. An eight-point second quar¬ 
ter put them behind 25-28 at the 
half, but they regained the lead, 
41-39, at the end of three. 

Woodard said the loss to St 
Mary’s didn’t affect their play 
against Southfield. 

“We just couldn’t put the ball 
in the basket,” he said. “We had 
five or six possessions we didn’t 
score on and the shots we could 
make easily 
weren’t going 
in.” 

Walsh man-. 
aged 16 points 
in the game for 
Wayne. 

Antonio 
Harrison hit for 
15 and Derek 
Summers, 13, for Southfield. 

A 0-5 start to the season isn’t 
something that Woodard antici¬ 
pated but he remains positive as 
league play starts tomorrow. 

Before losing to Southfield by 
just seven, Wayne hadn’t lost a 
game by more than four points. 

“It’s not that we didn’t com¬ 
pete - we just didn’t win,” he : 
said. “We just need our first win 
to get going in the right directioa 
We’ll get it eventually - the soon¬ 
er, the better” 

Wayne had another warm-up I 
to the season with a match 
against Taylor Truman on 
Tuesday but the results were 
unavailable at press time. They 
will start league play tomorrow 
night with a trip to Walled Lake 
Northern. 


gg 

We just need our first win 
to get going in the right 
direction. We'll get it 
eventually - the sooner, 
the better. 




















January 6,2005 


Published By The Journal Newspapers 


Page 11 


Canton hockey shoots and 
scores with ‘Big Goals’ program 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 

The Canton varsity hockey team not 
only makes goals on the ice - they're set¬ 
ting them off of it, as well. 

The team recently spent most of their 
holiday break hitting the pavement hoping 
to score big for the Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan with their “Big Goals” fundrais¬ 
ing campaign. 

The team is reaching out to local busi¬ 
nesses and individuals for pledged dona¬ 
tions for every goal they score this season; 
they hope to score 100. The money generat¬ 
ed is planned to go specifically for the 
improved research of pediatric oncology 
along with the care and treatment of chil¬ 
dren with cancer, according to first-year 
coach Mike Behea 

Behen realizes that not too many high 
school players go on to play in the NHL 
and designed the hockey program at 
Canton as an AP program. 

“One of the best things they’ll get from 
this is the ability to set goals for important 
reasons and then try to achieve those goals 
through a concerted effort and that’s what 
we’re trying to do,” Behen said. “The other 
thing is just to tiy and give something to 
the community.” 

It’s more than a fundraising campaign, 
he added Behen hopes the players learn a 


personal lesson through the seasoa 

“I want them to learn if they want to get 
things done in the world that they would 
have to work together with other people, 
set lofty goals and work together to achieve 
those goals,” Behen said. ‘The other thing 
I want them to know is that there are lot of 
people out there that have a lot of issues 
going on and they need help. Our responsi¬ 
bility as citizens is to help out those that 
need assistance.” 

Knowing that they definitely wanted to 
do something in the community. Behen sat 
the team down and discussed who they 
would want to benefit from their endeav¬ 
ors. As a team they decided on the oncolo¬ 
gy unit of the Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan. From there, the “Big Goals" pro¬ 
ject was set into motioa 

“We all agreed that there is nothing 
worse than a kid with cancer,” he said. “I 
think just about everyone on the team 
knows at least one person who has had 
cancer” 

Co-captains and seniors Reece McCabe, 
a forward, and Ben Laurin, a defenseman, 
lead the team on and off the ice. 

“We hope to help out all the kids at the 
children’s hospital and make it a learning 
experience for us,” McCabe said. 

Behen, who also holds a PhD in clinical 
psychology and works at the hospital, said 
he plans to take the team to the cancer 



From left: Canton co-captain Reece McCabe, Annie Einheuser, Head Coach Mike 
Behen and co-captain Ben Laurin lead the efforts in the hockey team’s “Big Goals” pro¬ 
gram to raise money for the Children’s Hospital of Michigan oncology. 


level floor of the hospital so they can see 
first hand what they are doing this for. 
“Every time I walk by a kid with cancer it 
makes me feel terrible,” he said. 

Behen’s niece, Annie Einheuser, has 
also helped out with the efforts. 

“I’m helping coordinate,” she said. “I 
think it’s an important cause and I wanted 
to help.” 

The team has scored 37 goals already 
this year and are on pace to hit their lofty 
mark of 100. With 16 regular season games 
left, they only need to average four goals 
per game, but there is also the district and 
regional playoffs to add to the total. So far 
they have averaged more than four goals in 
their first eight games. Pledges will be 


accepted until their last game of the year, 
which McCabe hopes is March 13 - the 
state championship game. 

State championship or not, the Chiefs 
are confident they will hit their goal. 

“We’ll definitely hit the 100 goals”, said 
Laurin. 

For more information on making a 
pledge contact Mike Behen at (313) 354-3920; 
(313) 584-8540; or email at 

mbehen@pet.wayne.edu. Pledge forms are 
available on the team’s website, 
www.eteamz.comjcanlomehlefshockey and at 
all home games. Canton’s next three games 
are at home at the Arctic Edge Ice Arena 
against Detroit Country Day, Walled Lake 
Western and Plymouth. 
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Tigers top Southwestern, 60-50, remain undefeated 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 

The Belleville Tigers will start the 
New Year with a brand spanking 
new 5-0 record. 

The belated Christmas present is 
in part due to a 60-50 victory against 
Detroit Southwestern at the Motor 
City Roundball Classic at the 
University of Detroit Jesuit during 
the holiday break 

Belleville led early and never 
looked back, something they have 
grown accustomed to in their first 
five games. 

They jumped ahead in the first 
quarter, 19-13, and continued to add 
to their lead with a 13-8 second peri¬ 
od. Southwestern outscored 
Belleville, 13-10, in the third but the 
Tigers maintained a 12-point lead, 
42-34 Belleville was strong again in 
the final frame of play with 18 points 
to wrap up the 60-50 win. 

Leon Freeman scored 17 points 
and grabbed eight rebounds for the 
Tigers. Josh Samarco and Anre 
Partee each added 10 points while 
Partee assisted on six others. 


Belleville Coach Mike Krogel said 
it had been almost two weeks since 
the team took to the court competi¬ 
tively and he saw areas that need 
improving. He said there was a total 
of 22 turnovers, 11 in each half. 

“When it got a little race-horsey it 
got a little sloppy,” he said. “There 
were too many unforced errors. Part 
of that was that we hadn’t played in 
two weeks. 

“We also gave up a lot of offensive 
rebounds. We did a good job defen¬ 
sively on their guards, but the big 
guys inside got the ball. In the second 
half they had a lot of second opportu¬ 
nities.” 

Krogel said he hopes that they can 
cut down on the sloppy play when 
Mike Gibson and Demarcus Boone 
are eligible after this semester ends 
in mid-January. He said the two play¬ 
ers would add depth and allow other 
players to rest more when they need 
it 

Belleville took on Allen Park at 
home on Tuesday but the results 
were unavailable at press time. They 
face Monroe tomorrow night in 
Belleville. 


Around the court 


Romulus falls to Lawrence North 

During holiday break the Romulus 
Eagles traveled to Indianapolis, IN and 
faced the No. 3-ranked team in the nation, 
Lawrence North, but lost 86-66. NBA 
prospect Greg Oden scored 22 for 
Lawrence in the Circle City Classic. Dante 
Williams scored 28 points, including six 
three-pointers for Romulus. 

Northville splits week in Dexter 

Northville split their games at the 
Dexter Tournament last week 

They lost to Dexter 45-56 in the first 
game. J.D. Gerblick led the team with 18 
points and eight rebounds and Alvin Storrs 
added 10 with five assists. 

Rob Zalucki scored 17 and Jeff Ziegler 
12 for Dexter. 

They went on and defeated Rochester 
62-52 in their second game. Storrs led the 
‘Stangs with 15 points and four steals and 
Gerblick added 14 and nabbed six boards. 
Alan Shanoski also hit for double digits 
with 12 and Mike Jameson made 10. 

Steve Steucher scored 17 for Rochester. 


Rockets defeated twice in River 
Rouge tournament 

The John Glenn Rockets lost both of their 
games in the River Rouge Invitational. They 
fell to Southfield, 71-53, when Antonio 
Harrison and Brandon Williams each scored 
18 for Southfield. 

Alex McMillian scored 17 and Duncan 
Jones 13 for Glenn. 

Utica Eisenhower also defeated the 
Rockets, 54-30, in the tournament Senior 
center Barry Eberhardt scored 17 for John 
Glenn. 

Senior guard Andrew Pendy hit for 19 for 
Eisenhower. 

Canton Chiefs top Fightin’ Irish 

The Canton Chiefs forced past the 
Fightin’ Irish of Notre Dame High School 
with a 6542. 

Senior forward Julian Smith led the team 
with 14 followed by Steve Paye with 10. 

Sophomore center Bobby Gibson scored 
18 for Notre Dame. 

The victory closed out the year for the 
Chiefs, who have a 41 record. 


Canton grapplers place 2nd 
at Brother Rice tournament 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


The Canton grapplers were primed for 
a first place finish at the Brother Rice var¬ 
sity team tournament last week but they 
stalled after the break and fell to Franklin 
in the finals. 

The Chiefs stormed through the first 
three rounds of the competition and 
defeated Dearborn Heights Robichaud 
(55-12), Troy Athens (70-3) and Carlton 
Airport (4524). 

After the lunch break it was a different 
story, though. 

That was when they first wrestled 
against West Bloomfield. Canton started 
off well with a 28-10 lead before there was 
drastic change in the momentum - West 
Bloomfield managed five straight pins to 
steal the 40-28 victory. 

Canton still had enough points to move 
on to the finals against the Franklin 
Patriots, though. They kept it close, but 
FVanklin edged out a 39-29 victory to win 
the competition. 

“I’m a little disappointed,” said Canton 
Coach Casey Randolph. “We wrestled 
awesome for three-quarters of the day but 
after the break we were lethargic. We 
came out flat 


Whalers 

FROM PAGE 10 


Looby opened up the assault for the 
Whalers and Fiedler added a power-play 
score for a 2-0 lead after the first period. 
Fiedler, Mike Letizia, Vigilante and 
Knight all recorded assists on the two 
goals. 

Mitchell, from Letizia and Vaclav 
Meidl, made it a 3-0 game at the 8:24 point 
in the second frame. But Brampton’s 
Tyler Harrison closed the gap to 3-1 three 
minutes later with help from Wojtek 
Wolski and Michael Vemace. 

Plymouth took it to them in the third 
with three more goals. 

Neal extended the lead to three goals 


“It’s good to know that we can wrestle 
poorly and still come in second, though.” 

The undefeated 130-pound Corey 
Philips and Ryan Webb (135) continue to 
anchor the team’s solid standings. 

Philips was a monster on the mat He 
was undefeated, 5-0, with all of the victo¬ 
ries earned by pins. Webb was also unde¬ 
feated, 5-0, on the day. 

Konrad Konsitke only suffered one loss 
in the tournament at 140 pounds and that 
was to Chris Kinaya from West Bloomfield, 
who is ranked fourth in the state, accord¬ 
ing to Randolph. 

Marwan Faraj (152) and PJ. Caram (189) 
were both solid with 41 records for the 
day while Tom Bonnell (215) and Alex 
Ffeitag (169) went 2-1. 

Canton is 13-5 already this season com¬ 
pared to an 11-13 overall record at the end 
of last season. They still have 10 tourna¬ 
ments remaining this year 

Canton may get a little sweet redemp¬ 
tion tonight when they get a rematch with 
FYanklin. 

“We’re not looking for revenge or 
redemption,” Randolph said. “We just 
want to come out and compete like we’re 
capable of doing.” 

The match is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. in 
the Canton North Gymnasium. 


again halfway through the third. Tim 
Sestito and Dan Collins notched the 
assists. 

Brampton’s Patrick Sweeney scored on 
a power play, but that would be all for the 
Battalion. 

Mitchell, from Knight, scored on an 
empty net, which made it 5-2, and Gino 
Pisellini, from Tanaka, put the game away, 
52. 

Plymouth started the New Year with a 
trip to Saginaw on Tuesday, but the results 
were unavailable at press time. The game 
kicked off a five-game road trip where 
they will play Barrie tonight before they 
head to Sudbury tomorrow. Then they will 
face the top team in the division when 
they travel to Sault Ste. Marie on Sunday. 
They finish the road trip against cross¬ 
river rivals Windsor next Thursday. 
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Reviewed By 
John Counts 
Staff Writer 


Hughes during these exploits, sonas—Jake LaMotta. Jesus by his mother a little too creepi- 
from the 1920s to the 1940s. as Christ—and he succeeds with a ly. which attempts to explain his 
he romances both Hollywood compelling character in future troubles. Then, it's 
starlets and shiny new planes. Hughes, though maybe not to Hughes in Hollywood, inventing 
And for the most part. Hughes’ the same level as with the other the blockbuster movie with 
manic exhilaration (rendered films. We are introduced to him Hell's Angels. But all the while, 
well by Leonardo DiCaprio) in one flashback scene as a 
delightfully speeds the film child, where he is being washed 
along with a lank full of jet fuel. 

By the end. though, the flight 
has gone on a little too long. We 
are feeling weary and ready to I 
disembark Unlike Hughes, who 
slams a test plane into a Beverly 
Hills neighborhood, the movie . 
never crashes, but never soars 

to new heights, either. Even so. jS 

The Aviator is quality filmmak- ™ 

ing by one of America's best mA 

directors. 

While the rise is uplifting, 
the intended fall never seems to 

happen or pay oil*lor the audi- <4j 

cnee. By the end. the film locus- Jtk 

es on Hughes'battle with Pan 
Am boss Juan Trippe (Alec 

Baldwin) and his Washington M 

cronies (Alan Alda plays a slimy 
senator). This part is simply not j f 

that compelling and the only 
thing that keeps the engines . ||B 
revving is the mystery of jjf|H 

Scorsese has always enjoyed 
taking on big, enigmatic per- 


When he chose Howard 
Hughes' early life as the subject 
of his new movie. The Aviator. 
Martin Scorsese avoided what 
most remember about the 
wealthy Texas playboy: that he 
spent the later part of his' file as 
a naked recluse in a Vegas hotel 
room with uncut fingernails, 
collecting bottles of urine and 
wearing tissue boxes for shoes. 
When he died at 70. authorities 
had to use fingerprinting to veri¬ 
fy his identity—he hadn't been 
seen in that long and his 
appearance had changed, that 
drastically. 

We have Michael Jackson: 
the 20th century had Howard 


Hughes. 

But before he descended into 
the depths of his own phobias 
and went on record as the 
strangest rich guy in American 
histoiy Hughes, who inherited a 
fortune from his father's oil 
drilling company when he was 
18. had a varied career in show 
business and aviation. He is the 
man credited with inventing the 
Hollywood blockbuster and 
making huge advances in avia¬ 
tion, all without ever graduating 
from college. 

The script, penned by John 
Logan, tries to neatly fit Hughes’ 
early life into a sort of rise-and- 
fall story. The movie follows 


See Aviator, page 15 
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Quirky film follows 
director’s past efforts 


The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou is sure to please those 
who have been eagerly waiting for the “new Wes Anderson 
movie”, but it will also leave many of them hoping that he 
moves in a new direction with his next picture. 

Life Aquatic shares many qualities with the director’s 
previous two movies, RushmoTe and The Royal 
Teneribaums: offbeat characters deadpanning their way 
through highly stylized sets. The crew in Life Aquatic, as a 
matter of fact, may as well be the Tenenbaums going on a 
sea adventure. Many of the same actors even appear in it 
Steve Zissou, played by Bill Murray—who starred in 
lesser roles in Anderson’s previous two movies—is a 
Jacque Cousteau-like oceanographer who films his sea 
adventures. He plays a Royal-like father to a motley crew 
aboard the Belafonte. Like Royal,- he is the depraved patri¬ 
arch whose bad behavior we can’t help but enjoy watching. 
While Murray excels in this role, it would have been nice to 
see a different character in the “new Wes Anderson movie.” 

After his longtime partner is eaten by the elusive jaguar 
shark (one of many animated sea creatures in the movie 
that don’t really exist), Zissou plans Ahab-like revenge on 
what may or may not be his last voyage. His movies aren’t 
as popular as they used to be and funding is drying up. And 
so he and ‘Team Zissou,’ clad in baby blue sailing suits and 
red beanies, set sail on a trip that is more like something 
out of a children’s storybook than reality. 

The attempt to catch and kill the shark sets the voyage 
in motion, but it sits in storage as other intrigues manifest 
Ned Plimpton (Owen Wilson) shows up, announcing he’s 
Zissou’s long-lost son. They then proceed to duke it out for 
the affection of a newspaper reporter played by Cate 


See Aquatic, page 15 
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Ideal Auto Body 



Ideal Auto Body does auto body repairs, 
auto glass repairs, auto collision repairs, 
auto body & car repair estimates, auto 
frame repair & straightening. We are 
also here to help when you are in a car 
accident, have a rear end collision, a car 
crash, need auto glass or any other 
automotive collision repair. 


WHY CHOOSE IDEAL AUTO? 

• We have been serving the community with auto body repair estimates 
and collision automotive repairs since 1932. 
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Guarantee Paint Color Match. 

• We use “The Shark, ” which is a state-of-the-art measuring diagnostic 
tool, specifically designed computer driven ultrasound technology for 
exact realignment when performing automotive frame straightening. 

• We use only experienced ASE Certified Technicians. 

• We will give you honest and courteous service. 

• We are committed to get you back on the road ASAP! 

• We will provide you with a lifetime mitten guarantee on all repairs. 


i 
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i 

i 

i 



$100 Towards Insurance 
Deductible Or 
$500 Minimum Cash Repair 

Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/04. 

Ideal Auto Body 

42300 Ann Arbor Road 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
734 • 455 • 1951 
Fax: 734 • 455 • 6088 
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The Scene— 

i AquaSis 

FROM PAGE 13 

Blanchett There is even more 
going on than this: pirates 
hijacking the boat, Zissou’s rocky 
marriage with his wife (Angelica 
Huston) and a rivalry with fellow 
oceanographer Alistair 
Hennessey (Jeff Goldblum). At 
times, it’s difficult to know 
where to direct your attention as 
the different plots tangle with 
. each other like the swimming 
legs of one of the animated octo¬ 
puses. 

But Anderson’s movies aren’t 
about plot, they’re about rela¬ 
tionships and style. His comic 
sensibility enjoys watching char¬ 
acters squirm as they try to con¬ 
nect, utterly fail, but always keep 
trying. It’s this persistence that 
has been the source of the sweet, 
tragicomic tone in all of his 
movies, including Life Aquatic. 
Though there was a noticeable 
difference that his usual writing 
partner Wilson was content just 
acting, (Noah Baumbach was 
brought in as a replacement) 
there are many humorous 
exchanges, usually with Murray 
on one end of them. 

Anderson loves to dress up 
his characters and scenery and 
his movies are always noticeably 
different from others. He has a 
taste for self-consciously con¬ 
trived scenery, where a boat 
doesn’t look like a boat, but how 


a boat would look like in a 
child’s imaginatioa He goes out 
of the way to make sure even the 
background details like tele¬ 
phones and recording equip¬ 
ment are unlike any you would 
see in real life He mostly substi¬ 
tutes them with their 1970s coun¬ 
terparts, the decade Anderson 
spent in his own childhood mus- 
ings, and the funkier the better 

The same goes with costumes. 
Anderson, for whatever reason, 
loves jumpsuits. He employed 
them in his first feature, Bottle 
Rocket, where they worked a lot 
better than Life Aquatic. The 
suits may make comic charac¬ 
ters with no ability feel more 
professional, but if s like hearing 
the same joke over and over 
again. The same goes with 1970s 
tennis shoes Anderson always 
shines a spotlight on in his 
movies. It seems he enjoys turn¬ 
ing his characters into little retro 
figurines he can dress up, which 
was fine in Tenenbaums, but old 
by the time his fans will see Life 
Aquatic. Just because his cos¬ 
tume designer knows her way 
around the thrift store doesn’t 
make the movie any better. 
Hopefully, he will find other 
sources of inspiration the next 
time around. 

The Life Aquatic is still a wor¬ 
thy journey by one of America’s 
best young directors, though. It 
may not be breaking any new 
water for Anderson, but if s still 
more refreshing than most any¬ 
thing out there. 


Aviator 

FROM PAGE 13 


he’s planning to build airplanes 
And he’s also romancing the likes 
of Katherine Hepburn (Cate 


Blanchett), who the movie turns 
into his main squeeze, and Ava 
Gardner 

This is where the movie is 
high-flying and Scorsese has the 
style to match. His love of old 
Hollywood shines though with 





CANTON CINEMA 


Feed Rd 1 life W. of 1-275 


{7341 844-FILM 



SHQWTMES 1/07-1/13 
UFi AQUAIK WTTH STEVE ZXSSOIJ (FT) 
(SAT/SUN 1145* 2:1(5,4:45.7:10.9:40 
FF&SATLS 12CO 

UEMfMT SffiCKETS A SOtfES OF 
^ USFORTUHATE EVBTCS (PG) 

~*bt iain nr/sr ~dk~im ’ tsfai" 


scenes at clubs where Hughes 
rubs elbows (or obsessively and 
compulsively avoids it, actually) 
with stars like Errol Flynn. 
Scorsese wants us to see an 
American visionary, a great char¬ 
acter in history who has helped 
shape things into what they are 
now. 

But the Hughes we know in 
the Vegas hotel is always lurking 
throughout the movie. In an 
attempt to explain why Hughes 
ended up the way he did, 
Scorsese has DiCaprio portray 
Hughes as an obsessive compul¬ 
sive germ-freak who can get 
stuck on phrases in a Tourettes- 
like way. Despite these moments, 
we aren’t prepared for Hughes’ 
first meltdown when he locks 
himself in a screening room, 
grows the nails long and fills his 
bottles with urine. 

In a nutshell, nothing in the 
movie explains Hughes’ prob¬ 
lems, though it unfortunately 
tried—Hughes’ successes (and 


failures) were due to a wide- 
reaching vision, not because of 
his eccentricities. 

It’s almost as if Scorsese is 
ashamed that a man of such 
capabilities can succumb to such 
madness. 

So, instead of dealing with it 
as the truth of Hughes’ character; 
we just get a brief look into the 
bizarreness, as if he didn’t want 
to put those parts in there, and 
only did so to please those in the 
audience who came to see the 
sideshow. 


(SAT/SUN 12(30) 1230.215.245. 4:30. 5:00. 
6:45. 7:20. ftflO. 930 
FFB/5AT LS 11:15,11:45 
LAUDER 49 (PG-13) 

5:10,7:30 

H0T0HSYUE DWfflES -FT, 

(SADSUN 11:55) 235 9:45 

FLIGHT OF IS reOElflX tPG- 13 ) 

(SAI7SUN 1200% 220,4:40. 7m 9:20 
FfWSATLS 11.4G 
THEWERSJBLES (PG) 

(SAL SUN 11:400200.420.6:50, 9:10 
FRTSAF LS 1130 







Consult a Professional with 
over 10 years experience preparing 

• Wills - Trusts - Probate * Power of Attorney 

Karen L. Stewart - Attorney and Counselor 
(248)735-0900 42705 Grand River. Suite 201 Novi. Ml 48375 
kstewart@customestateptans.com 
website: www.customestateptans.com 


Now Enrolling 
Euro Stars Gymnastics 

“Home of Champions” 


Gymnastics is fun for 
Boys & Girls of All Ages 
Starting at Age 2 


• farentTot Gasses 

• Boys/Girls Preschool 

• Developmental Classes For Beginner/ 
Advanced Competitive Team Levels 2-10 

• Tumbling for cheerleadering 


Book Your Next Birthday 
Party with Us! 



WILLS/TRUSTS CONTRACTS BUSINESS LAW 


Jill N. Goldstein 

Attorney & Counselor at Law 
Estate Planning and Business Law 

Pro\iding quality, personal, and 
affordable legal adxice and representation. 
"Free Initial Consultation* 


( 734 ) 542-0505 

www.jnglaw.net 



3 3 <t Digital 4x6 Reprints 


Everyday low price!! 


Visit out websrte for more coupons: 

QuicksilverPhoto.com 

1150 W. Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth, Ml 4-8170 

734 - 455-3686 


9229 QeneraT Drive * Tfyrrwutfi • 734-737-9500 
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Classified 


01. Obituaries 

32. Help Wanted 

02. In Memoriam 

33. Child Care 

03. Cards of Thanks 

34. Specialized Services 

04. Monuments 

35. Situations Wanted 

&/w Cemetery Plots 

40. Business Opportunity 

05. Personals 

42. Pawn Shops 

06. Legal Notices 

43. Money to Loan 

07. Attorneys 

44. Music Lessons 

08. Entertainment 

45. Art Lessons 

09. Lost & Found 

46. Private Instruction 

10. Coming Events 

47. Schools 

31. Help Wanted Sales 

50. Pets & Supplies 

1. Obituaries 

59. Auctions 


CITY OF WESTLAND 


54. Rummage Sales 

65. Tree Service 

82. Wanted to Buy 

99. Mobile Home Lots for Rent 

55. Farm Equipment/Supplies 

66. Landscape / Nurseries 

87. Room for Rent 

100. Will Share 

56. Garage Sales 

67. Garden Plant / Supplies 

88. Duplexes for Rent 

101. Wanted to Rent 

57. Antiques 

68. Garden / Produce 

89. Apartments for Rent 

102. Storage 

58. Flea Markets 

70. Christmas Trees 

90. Condos for Rent 

103. Business with Property 

59. Auctions 

72. Machinery Tools 

92. Business Places for Rent 

104. Farms with Acreage 

60. Misc. Sales 

73. Musical Merchandise 

93. Banquet Halls 

105. Mobile Homes for Sale 

61. Misc. Items 

74. Sporting Goods 

94. Farm Land for Rent 

106. Houses for Sale 

62. Building Supplies 

75. Boats / Accessories 

95. Garages for Rent 

107. Condos for SaJe 

63. Business with Office & 

76. Snowmobiles 

96. Houses for Rent 

108. Lake with Resort 

Equipment 

77. Recreation Vehicles 

97. Cottages for Rent 

109. Income with Property 

64. Lawn & Garden Supplies 

78. Hunting / Fishing 

98. Mobile Homes for Rent 

110. Lots for Sale 


111. Out of State Property 

112. Commercial Lease 

113. Real Estate Wanted 

114. Auto Accessories 

115. Autos for Sale 

116. Antique & Classic Cars 

117. Trucks & Vans for Sale 

118. Freebies 

119. Auto Repairs 

120. Motorcycles 

121. Autos Wanted 


James E. Madigan, age 
83, of Tecumseh, 
formerly of 

Ypsilanti died December 
30, 2004. He was born 
July 4, 1921 the son of J. 
Charles and Grace 
(Lezotte) Madigan. 

On June 18, 1949 
he married Dorothea J. 
Mulholland. She survives. 


He enlisted in 1939 in the 
National Guard 32nd 
Signal Company, serving 
five years during World 
War II. James graduated 
from Eastern Michigan 
University in 1951. He was 
an Elementary School 
Teacher and Building 
Principal for 30 years. He 
taught at Main Street 
School, Northville. He also 
was Post Commander of 
Northville American Legion 
Post #147. He was also a 
lifetime member of the 
Ypsilanti American Legion 
Post #282. 


In addition to his wife 
Dorothea, he is survived 
by his children, Mary 
Jeanne Madigan, Eileen 
(Frank) Rowland, Patricia 
(Paul) Bacigal, James K. 
Madigan, Thomas 
(Donna)Madigan 
Christopher (Therese) 
Madigan, John (Margaret) 
Madigan, Kelly (Rick) 
Bulick, and Carolyn (Peter) 
Rathsack; 25 grandchil¬ 
dren; 2 great grandchil¬ 
dren; two brothers, 
Charles (Paula) and 
Norman; and three sisters, 
Ann (Joseph) Spreitzer, 
Marie (Herbert) 
Wegener, and Rosemary 
(William) Ulmer. 


He was preceded in death 
by his parents, two broth¬ 
ers, Robert and Daniel, 
and 

sister Mary Grace. 


A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held Monday, January 
3, 2005 at St. Elizabeth 
Catholic Church. 


Purse Funeral Home 
210 W. Pottawatamie 
Tecumseh, Ml 49286 


32. Help Wanted 


Computer 

Technicians 

Wanted 


Certified Computer 
Technicians Wanted. 
Full and Part-time 
positions available. 
My Computer Guys of 
Michigan 
734-207-8280 
Send resumes to: 
Steve@mcgofmi.com 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUC¬ 
TION 


On January 11,2005 the 
Westland Police 
Department will conduct 
public auctions of 
impounded,abandoned 
vehicles. The first auction 
will begin promptly at 
10:00 a.m. at Westland 
Service Towing, 37501 
Cherry Hill, Westland, Ml, 
County of Wayne, where 
the following vehicles will 
be offered for sale to the 
highest bidder: 


1988 Ford Crown Victoria 
4 Door-Gray 
2FABP74F9JX158812 
2002 Chevrolet Silverado 
Truck-Red 

2GCEK19V321296420 
1986 Buick Park Avenue 
4 Door-Blue 
1G4CW69B6G1506399 
1992 Mercury Cougar 
2 Door Blue 
1MEPM6048NH638836 
1991 Infiniti Q-45 
4 Door-Gray 
JNKNG01C6MM116424 


The second auction will 
begin promptly at 
11:00a.m. at Westland Car 
Care 6375 Hix Rd., 
Westland, Ml, County of 
Wayne, where the follow¬ 
ing vehicles will be offered 
for sale to the highest bid¬ 
der: 


1993 Plymouth Acclaim 
4 Door-White 

3P3XA46K2PT637965 

1987 Dodge Ram 
Station Wagon-Gray 

2B6HB23T9HK263438 

1991 Ford Tempo 
4 Door-Gray 

2FAPP36X2MB119596 
1991 Pontiac Transport 
Station Wagon-White 
1GMCU06D0MT219617 
1994 Eagle Summit 
2 Door-White 
JE3EA21A9RU057254 

1988 Ford Ranger 
Pickup Truck-Blue 

1FTBR10A4JUA90552 
1988 Chevrolet Corsica 
4 Door-Brown 
1G1LT5115JY240021 
1993 GMC Jimmy 
Station Wagon-Green 
1GKDT13W2P2507483 

1992 Toyota Camry 
4 Door-Silver 

JT2VK13E3N0001172 

1994 Chrysler Concorde 
4 Door-White 

2C3EL56F4RH280315 
1994 Dodge Intrepid 
4 Door-Burgundy 
2B3ED56T8RH198653 
1991 Chevrolet Cavalier 
2 Door-Red 
1G1JC14G3M7228461 


All vehicles are sold in "as 
is" condition. Bidding on 
all vehicles will start at the 
amount due for towing and 
storage. Vehicles may be 
deleted from this list at any 
time prior to the start of the 
auction. 


34. Specialized Services 


BRATCHER ELECTRIC 

COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 


Remodeling • Service • City Repairs 

B 734-722-0037 

35728 Van Born • Wayne 


57. Antiques 


Motor City Antiques 

13431 Telegraph Rd. Rat Rock, Ml 48134 (734). 782-4018 

17,000 Sq. Ft. of Antiques & Collectibles 
Over 100 Dealers 
Come Visit our NEW 950 Sq. Ft. 

FURNITURE ALLEY 
Hours: Tues'Sat 10-6, Sun Noon-6 


89. Apartments for Rent 


START 2005 with our new 
pay raise! $.46/mile! If you 
want to make $$$ and you 
drive over-the-road for a 
living, you need to be with 
Heartland Express 
1-800-441-4953 
www.heartlandexpress.com 


Newburgh^Colonlal 

'■Apartments 

734-721 -6699 


- Limited Special! 
$425 Month 


• Spacious 1 bedroom 
• On site laundry 
• Cable ready 
• 5 minutes from Ford plant 

2400 S. NewburghJ^.,Westland 


30 DAY NOTICE OF AUC- 
TION: Due to unknown 
ownership, 30 day notice 
is hereby given that the 
vehicles(s) listed below will 
be auctioned after FEBRU¬ 
ARY 5, 2005, unless it is 
claimed by the owner prior 
to that time: 

1994 Chevrolet Lumina 
4 Door-White 
2G1WN52M7S1115297 
1989 Pontiac Bonneville 
4 Door- White 
1G2HX51T2KW283848 


61. Misc. Items 


Mixed Hardwood 
$60/F-Cord 
Oak $70/F-Cord 
Call Butch @ 
734-721-2682 


87. Rooms For Rent 


CANTON 

Award Winning 
Super 8 Motel! 

Weekly Rates 199.99 
and/up. All new rooms, 
free local phone calls 
Free deluxe continental 
breakfast, microfridge 
available, 70 station 
cable w/HBO, all interior 
corridors, with elevators 
"Ask about our Jacuzzi 
rooms” 

3933 Lotz Rd. 

(off Michigan Ave) 
1-275 Exit 22 
734-722-8880 


AAA Willow Acres 
Motel, low daily and 
weekly rates. 
Refrigerator, microwave, 
HBO. Call 734-721-1220, 
Tel-96 Inn 313-535-4100. 
Fairlane in Novi 
248-347-9999 


87. Rooms for Rent 


CANTON DAYS INN 
Five Sunburst Rating! 

Low Daily, Weekly, and 
Monthly rates. 

Free deluxe breakfast 
Guest Laundry 
Microfridge in all rooms 
All local calls free 
40500 Michigan Ave 
Exit 22 off 1-275 
734-721-5200 



CANTON 


Super 8 Motel 

3933 Lotz Rd (off Michigan Ave.) 

( 734 ) 722-8880 


AWARD WINNING 

Super 8 
Motel 


A 


WEEKLY 

RATES 


$ 199.99 

& UP 



1-275 exit 22 


88. Duplexes 
For Rent 


Norwayne 


• All new rooms • Free deluxe continental breakfast 

• Biscuits, gravy & belgian waffles added 

• Free local phone calls • 70 station cable w/ HBO 

• All interior corridors, with elevators • Micro fridge available 
•" Ask about our jacuzzi rooms" 


1,2, and 3 
Bedrooms Available, 
completely remodeled. 
$425-3700 

First months rent free 
Security deposit required 


Call 734-817-8700 


Wm 

DIRECTORY 




REACH 3.5 MILLION 


Michigan readers with a 2 
x 2 display ad for only 
$949 - Contact this 
newspaper for details. 





ECTORY 


Christ Cempfr Apostofic Jailft Church 

DISTRICT ELDER LUKE A. McCLENDON, PASTOR 


[ Sunday Morning Prayer (8:00 a.m.-9:00 a.m.) 
Christian Education (9:15 a.m.-l 1:00 a.m.) 
Morning Worship Service (11:15 a.m.-l :30 p.m.) 



* * Nursery Room Available for Children 4 Years of Age and Under* 


29124 Eton Street • Westland, Ml 48186 • 734-326-3833 



Sunday School 10A.M. - Service 11A.M. 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study 7:30P.M. 
Pastor Earl Duncan 

Morningstar Church 

28563 Pardo 
Garden City, MI 48135 
734-367-3029 


X 


3536 1 Beverly Rd. 
Romulus, Michigan 48174 • 734-941-2621 


Amazing Grace Christian Center Church 


Service Hours Pastor CL Nesbitt 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. \ EroyonT 
Worship 11:00 A.M. 


DAVID C. BROWN 

FUNERAL HOME 
460 E. HURON RIVER DRIVE 

David C. Brown, Manager 

Belleville 734-697-4500 


Craw* 


FUNERAL HOME 


36885 GODDARD 
ROMULUS 
734-941-9200 
WILLIAM A. CRANE 



Harry J. Will 

Hi mor^I Unm 


Funeral Homes 
34567 Michigan Ave., Wayne, MI 48184 

(734) 721-5600 

Tom Lynch • Manager Also in Liuonia 

Jim Henley • Director & Redford 


UHTFUNERAL HOME 


Harold Rediske Jr., Director 
Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 

35400 Glenwood Road 
Westland, Ml 48186 • (734) 721-8555 
www.uhtfuneralhome.com 


24 HOUR SERVICE • FAX 278-7314 

m Ik fm funeral Korn* 


“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In” 

JAMES H. PENN & SON 

3015 S. Inkster Rd. 
313-278-6300 Inkster, Ml 48141 



wEMTjmmm 


Ranch-style land 2 bedroom apts., private entrance, 
patio, washer/drycr hook-ups, 
lots of storage! 



* with approved credit 

Under New Management 


734 - 459-6640 


Convenient Wilcox/Haggerty Area 
Plymouth 



Belmont Manor 

apartments 


ONE MONTH FREE RENT! 

Spacious 1 Bedroom Apartment 
ONLY $560* 

Spacious 2 Bedroom Apartment 
ONLY $660* 


• Extensive Storage • Fitness Center 
•Minutes from Eastern Ml University, 
Metro Airport & University of Ml 


3 Blks. South of Belleville Rd . 
(Main St.) On Huron River Drive 


For Details Call 

(734) 699-2042 

















































































































January 6,2005 


Published By The Journal Newspapers 


ROMULUS PUBLIC i.i ... 

11121 Wayne Road 
Romulus, Ml 48174 
- 1 (734) <M2 . 7? - 


Page 17 


WESTLAND 
NOR WAYNE 

Call for list of 

available 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
duplexes, and single 
family homes. Section 
8 welcome. Lead safe 
units available. 
Professional full-time 
management. 

Norplex 

Associates 

734-722-6444 

EHO 


89. Apartments 
For Rent 


1 Bed $550 
Security $750 
No pets. 

734-482-5076 or 
734 834-2877 


Wayne, Ml 

Quiet 

1 Bedroom, Well 
maintained, heat, 
water, A/C included, 
no pets, 

$495 

call a manager @ 
734-729-2108 

or owner @ 
734-878-0859 

Wayne 

Near Wayne Road - Nice 
clean 1 Bedroom - Heat, 
Water & Appliances. 
Included - No Pets 
$475 and up 

Call: 313-561-9818 


96. Houses 
For Rent 


INKSTER 

3 Bedroom, basement, 
garage, appliances, fence, 
security system. Water 
included 

Rent $950 to $1150 
Section 8 preferred 
734-495-9487 

INKSTER 

3 Bedroom brick 
ranch, option to buy 
$600 

INKSTER 

Near school, fenced, 
section 8 ok $550 

RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


INKSTER 

4 Bedroom, Central air, 
new carpet, $900/month, 
plus $500/security 
Section 8 ok. 
313-617-4482 
248-918-5926 


Inkster 

Clean 2 Bedroom, with 
very nice kitchen, and 
bath, clean carpet, large 
yard, senior citizen wel¬ 
come,no pets Call 
734-729-0641 
734-365-4889 

ROMULUS 

Remodeled, air, garage, 
pets negotiable $750 
ROMULUS 

Available now, garage, 
fenced yard $695 
RENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
734-513-RENT 


ROMULUS- 
Houses for rent 
1-94 and Wayne Rd. 

3 Bedroom, full basement, 
2 car garage 
$1050-$1150/month 
734-657-3267 

WAYNE 

Garage, appliances, 
fenced for pets, 
option to buy $775 
BELLEVILLE 
3 Bedroom, garage, 
appliances, water paid 
$700 

All Cities Available 
RENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
734-513-RENT 


WAYNE 
Victorian Style 
. 2 Bed flat 

No pets. $650/month 
plus security. 
734-326-5025 


WESTLAND 

Garage, appliances, 
fenced yard $600 

WESTLAND 

3 Bedroom, basement, 
appliances, 
option to buy $750 
Many Others Available 

RENTAL 

PROFESSIONALS 

734-513-RENT 


113. Wanted Real 
Estate 


A Great Solution! 

I buy houses or take over 
payments, 
any condition. 

Call Ann @ 
734-968-5092 


89. Apartments for Rent 


Wayne Forest Apartments 

---u— 

We have up to two months FREE rent. 



• FREE Heat • FREE Water 
• Large individual Storage area 

• Laundry Facilities In 
Each Building 

• Large Walk-In Closet 

• 24 Hour Maintenance 
• Carport Parking 

• Centrally located to 
the Airport, Highways 
& Shopping 




3’3.095 




734 326-7800 


OsHffllGfl 


Michigan 




EXPRESS 


www.hiexpress.com 

3950 S. Lotz Rd 
Canton, MI, 48188 

Call today for reservations 734-721-5500 
A Jacuzzi Room for 2 and a Movie At Emagine of Canton 
$129.00 a night plus tax. 

OR A 2 Queen Bed Room and up to 4 tickets to Emagine 
$115.00 a night plus tax. 

Certain Black Out Dates Apply 
Cash payment requires $150.00 deposit 
(Expires 5-31-05) 


115. Autos For 
e Sale 


1988 Ford F-150 
Very good work/scrap 
truck. Runs well, all 
major parts good. 
Requires minor repair 
$695 O.B.O 
313-842-6520 
313-515-3763 
Ask for Dennis 


1996 Chevrolet Cavalier 
2 Door, very good 
condition $1500 
248-943-2873 


106. Houses 
for Sale 


60 foreclosed homes in the 
Detroit area, valued from 
$5K-$170K will sell on 
Saturday, Jan 22nd, 2005 at 
1pm, from the Holiday Inn 
17123 Laurel Park in Livonia. 

FEATURED IN WESTLAND.. 

30767 Bennington St, 
Westland, 3br/1ba, 
907sf. For local info call 
Jim Hess, Dana Realty, 
248-4734560. 


FOR TERMS, PHOTOSAND MORE 
hudsonandmarshall.com 


FOR A FREE AUCTION BROCHURE 
WITH TERMS & CONDITIONS, CALL 

1 - 800 - 441-9401 

Rlfj Broker 

JilL “Set" 

10% personal or 
business check or cash 
down. 5% buyer's 
premium on each 
_ sale. In Conjunction 

AMERICAS AUCTION 

authority Brkr#6501140790 


If. 



Are You Receiving State Assistance? • Are You on Unemployment? 

• Have fun making great money! * Don '* tooled by a traveling 
•Earn $20440 per hour bartending school or mail order scams! 

H • Bar managers and owners only hire 

• Learn in an actual nightclub setting bartenders with "hands-on" experience 

• Day/Evening/Weekend classes • Free local/nationwide job placement assistance 


*Member of BBB • MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF 



$oflSBmiaoM96 


y Foxx Beauty 
' Supply ^ 

V 4318 S. Wayne Road-734-728-3138 J 

Located in the Seven Star Plaza y( 

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9:30-7:30 1 


All Calls Will Be Confidential 


Sales 
Service 
Programming 
Data Recovery 
Custom Designing 
Repairs/Upgrades 
24 Hour Turn Around 
Webmasters & Design 
New & Refurbished Computers 


HEIDE’S 


OLD VILLAGE FLOWERS 

OUR NEW LOCATION W Ww^ ^ 
748 Starkweather • Plymouth, Ml 48170 

MWWlrap 734-453-5140 | i| s j 1 

800-831-7692 i. 

WO' Fax: 734-453-0633 J”"" 

www.heldisflowers.com • e-mail: heide@heidlsflowers.com __ 




Combo 


* Offers valid 
with this coupon. 


ichcstore@sbcglohal.nct • wxvw.inhstercuslompc.com 


No Equity, Foreclosure, No Problem 
Solve your problem FAST! 


INKSTER CUSTOM BUILT COMPUTERS 


1084 Inkster Rd • Inkster, Ml 48141 


VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION 
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if to fake it until you can mate it real 


If you just can’t feel it, fake it 
until you make it 

“It sounds easy enough,” Mary 
said, but actually believing that it 
really works is another story. 

We were talking about choos¬ 
ing to believe that everything that 
happens in your life happens for 
your good. 

“Do you really believe that?” 
she asked. 

“If I didn’t, it would never be 
reality for me. We all know that 
what we think, is how we will 
feel,” I answered. 

“Yeah, but it’s not easy to 
change,” she said. “And, what if 
you never learn why what hap¬ 
pened is good for you?” 

“The secret is believing what’s 
happening is for your good with 


the belief that you may never 
know. If you having trouble doing 
that, fake it until you make it Got 
it?” 

“I guess,” she said. 

Trying another way to explain 
it to Mary, I told her the story of a 
15-year-old boy who was strug¬ 
gling with life. 

While visiting relatives in St 
Louis one Christmas, Bob and a 
cousin decided to jump a freight 
train for fun. Running along side 
the slow moving freight the boys 
were jazzed, yelling and laughing 
they took the leap and grabbed 
the iron ladder at the end of a car 

Suddenly, Bob lost his grip and 
was sucked under the train. Like 
razors, the steel wheels sliced off 
his leg at the knee. 


Back home, his life got worse: 
drugs, parents divorce, trouble at 
school, with the law, you name it 
the kid was into it 

One day, Bob saw a man on 
television who helped people 
with problems in life. Bob wrote 
asking for help. The man 
answered, asking if Bob had 
courage. Bob said, yes. 

The television newsman made 
all the arrangements and took 
Bob to the mountains where 
expert amputee skiers taught 
Bob how to ski downhill on one 
leg 

Life got better, Bob got older, 
married, had children and built a 
successful business making pros- 

theses for _____ 

amputees Yet 


occasionally, Bob still gave away 
a lot of happiness by feeling sorry 
for him. 

One day, he imagined himself 
crossing a railroad track on his 
way home from work. Suddenly 
his prosthetic leg got caught 
between two narrow tracks. A 
freight train is coming fast Bob 
starts to panic, then remembers 
the source of his self pity. He 
reaches down, unstraps the leg 
and hops to safety as the train 
roars past 

The next day Bob remem¬ 
bered the man from television 
and sent him a note.. .”1 wanted 
you to have this, thanks agaia” In 



by Jerry Stanecki 


the box was the first gold metal 

Journal readers save $4.50 (clip ad and send $15.00 for Jerry's Book.) 


Bob had won 
in the handi- 
c a p p e d 
Olympics. 

It’s a good time of year to make 
yourself a promise to choose to 
believe things happen for a good 
reason in your life. . .even if 
you’re never shown why. 

Save $4.50 on Jerry’s book: 
“Life is a Joke and God Wrote it,” 
Normally, $19.50 the book is $151 
Just clip this notice or ad and send 
check or money order to: Jerry 
Stanecki, P.O. Box 121 Bloomfield 
Hills, MI 48303. To receive a 
thought for the week or contact 
Jerry, go to: imvw.jerrystanecki. 
com 


STOP STRESS FROM STEALING YOUR HAPPINESS 


Holiday trees to be recycled 


Due to a change in the Northville waste 
disposal contract after the holiday season 
residents can help put their Christmas tree 
to good use—in the garden. 

The department of public works will 
pick up residents discarded trees at the 
curbside. 

“What this pickup does is earmark the 
trees to be chipped and turned into 
mulch,” said James Gallogly, director of 
the Northville Department of Public 
Works. ‘We’ve done it in the past but we 
had to stop because people weren’t setting 
their trees out clean.” When a tree is set 
out covered in plastic snow, tinsel, orna¬ 
ments, or similar materials, he said, the 
foreign materials could actually contami¬ 


nate the rest of the materials in the com¬ 
post center. 

This year, people will have three oppor¬ 
tunities to send “clean” trees to the com¬ 
post center, rather than a landfill. 
According to Gallogly, a special truck will 
make the rounds of the city every Tuesday 
for three weeks, beginning on the Tuesday 
after Christmas. 

People with large trees should be fore¬ 
warned that they might need to cut off 
some of their tree if they want it picked up 
as compost * 

“Our trucks can’t take anything bigger 
than about 5 feet so anything much higher 
than that will need to be trimmed,” he 
said. 



Understand fear and beat it 

Let go of resentment and win 

Learn how to celebrate life, instead of survive it 


TIM ALLEN- “This book is a full meal for your heart and soul. ” 

Order now, $19.50 (Tax included) 

PO Box 121 Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48303 

(If you’d like book signed by Jerry please note to whom) 
Journal readers save $4.50 (clip ad and send $15.00 for Jerry's Book.) 

Personal Life Coach - Motivational Speaker - Corporate Consultant 

/ ■•' 35 www.jerrystanecki.com 


POWERFUL - POSITIVE - PRO ACTIVE 





We have over 1,400 

Home Loan Options! 


DEBT CONSOLIDATION 

Get rid of those credit cards and save 

every month! 

MOVE-UP BUYERS 
Loans up to 5 Million! 

FIRST-TIME BUYERS 
Finance up to 100% and 100%+! 
INTEREST ONLY LOAN OPTIONS 
Low start rates and up to 4 monthly 
payment options! 


American 

Home 

Mortgage 


17909 Haggerty Road 
Northville, Ml 48167 
(248) 374-4501 
(866) 372-0843 
Northville@americanhm.com 


Licensed Mortgage Banker and or Authorized Lendollifrifty States and The District of Columbia 


04123164 


Your Preferred Local 
Mortgage Lender! 
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Area resident publishes 
SiooSf of ioca! bisliif 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


When it comes to the history 
of Inkster, there isn’t much 
Georgia Ruth McKay can’t 
remember 

Fbr instance, she remembers 
when Michigan Avenue was a 
long stretch of rural dirt road, 
with only a few homes and even 
fewer businesses along the thor¬ 
oughfare. There were no street¬ 
lights because the only electricity 
in the city was inside homes. 
Inkster Road, then also a stretch 
of packed dirt, was called Van 
Austin Boulevard. 

Years later, she remembers 
when a streetcar in the middle of 
Michigan Avenue could take resi¬ 
dents all the way to Chicago. 

McKay has seen the city grow 
from a rural outpost to a thriving 
community, and examined all of 
the bumps along the way. It’s 
built up all around hen 

“Fbr me to live in an uninhab¬ 
itable village and see it turn into 
a cify before my eyes was amaz¬ 
ing,’’ said the 80-year-old resident 
from her home on Kitch Street 
“Not very many people can say 
they saw that” 

What she absorbed, she said, 
has been a topic of never-ending 
discussion between herself and 
her friends. So, to answer ques¬ 


tions about the beginning of her 
city, she wrote I Remember 
Inkster, a 58-page memoir about 
the community and her life expe¬ 
riences. McKay wrote the book in 
1993 and published 500 copies 
last month. 

“People are always asking me 
how things were back then,” she 
said. “I decided it was time to put 
my memories on paper. People 
kept telling me I should before I 
forget” 

McKay’s long journey began 
when her parents, 17-year-old 
Hazell and 16-year-old Rozella, 
moved to Inkster from Arkansas 
in February, 1924. At the time, 
there were only six families in 
the community. She was the first 
baby. 

“I can remember how things 
looked back then,” she said. “I 
can still remember outdoor toi¬ 
lets, and my mother walking to 
the well to get water She had to 
do that every day. Life was differ¬ 
ent them” 

Hazell McKay worked briefly 
in the automotive field, but 
quickly seized the opportunity to 
develop the small village, which 
was then part of Nankin 
Township. “He poured the first 
sidewalks,” she said, though she 
can’t remember where they were. 
“He did a lot for the community.” 

McKay writes in her book 


about more personal firsts, too. 
She still vividly remembers the a 
wedding she went to at First 
Baptist on Isabelle Street, where 
the bride allowed her to partici¬ 
pate by holding up the edges of 
her gown as she walked down the 
aisle. She remembers her uncle, 
Unsell McKay, arriving in the city 
in the early 1920s. Unsell McKay 
celebrated his 102nd birthday on 
Oct 4 She writes about how she 
remembers Annapolis Road was 
paved in 1949, and how the J & B 
Country Bar on Michigan Avenue 
and Inkster Road was the first 
city bank 

Not all of the memories are 
good, though. 

“I still remember that we 
(African Americans) had to sit in 
the back of that streetcar, even if 
no one else was in it at the time,” 
she said. McKay also remembers 
that the city had a law that in the 
1920s and 30s prohibiting teach¬ 
ers from marrying 

Though she touches on it very 
little in the book McKay’s own 
life is a lesson in survival. 

Mamed in 1946 and divorced 
(happily, she adds) in 1951, 
McKay found herself raising four 
children alone at a time when 
single parenthood was rare. She 
worked at the Kaiser Products 
plant in Romulus until she was 
pink-slipped without any prior 



notice. From there, 
she sometimes worked two and 
three jobs at once. She also, at 
one point, moved heaters into the 
basement, moved down there 
with her children, and rented the 
bedrooms of her home. 

“It was tough,” she said. “It 
was very hard at times, but I 
made it through.” 

She passed her willpower on 
to her children, who understood 
early on that hard work is neces¬ 
sary to be successful. “I have a 
daughter who owns four group 
homes and another who works in 


them,” she said. “Another is a cor¬ 
rections officer” 

McKay said she is already 
receiving calls from other states 
from people who lived in the city 
that are interested in the book 
She said she hopes people will 
see the city from a new perspec¬ 
tive. 

“I just hope they learn some¬ 
thing,” she said. 

I Remember Inkster sells for 
$15 and is available by calling 
McKay at (313) 565-8028. 



The Best Place to get Bags, Belts and Supplies for your Vacuum 


$100.00 Off! 

What do Hoover, Eureka, Dirt Devil, Bissell 
and Sharp Vacuums have in common? 

They’re all worth $100 towards a Riccar upright vacuum cleaner. 

We’re so confident you’ll love the 
unmatched cleaning and staying 
power of our 

Riccar, we’ll buy your current vacuum 
cleaner for $100 when you purchase 
a new 

Riccar upright vacuum.* 

Riccar vacuums are built tough for 
better, deeper cleaning and long- 
lasting reliability. 

In fact, your new Riccar could quite 
possibly be 

the last vacuum cleaner you’ll ever 
need to buy. 

$100 off offer is good for a limited 
time, so visit 

your nearest authorized Riccar retailer today. 

The Beat Vacuum You’ve Never Heard Of 

*Some restrictions apply. Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. See retailer for details. 

1033 Novi Road 
Northville 

(North of 8 Mile Rd. 

Across From Guernsey Dairy) 

( 248 ) 349 - 

*Fc* A CCeMceti HeMi&v Home' M-T 9am-6pm • W-Th 9am-7pm 
--- Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm 






Announcing the opening of: 

Associates 
in Podiatry 
of Michigan 

Specializing in the Care of 
the Foot and Ankle 
Dr. Tammy Gcphart, D.P.M. 


F oot and ankle problems can literally alter, or even 
ruin, a person’s lifestyle. Dr. Tammy Gephart is a 
specialist in the prevention, care and cure of foot and 
ankle problems, offering both conservative and surgical 
procedures for treatment. 

As a podiatric surgeon, Dr.Gephart also has a strong 
interest in sports injuries, and works in general podiatry, 
pediatrics, orthotics, and diabetic limb salvage. 


Credentials: 

• Graduate of Ohio College of Podiatric Medicine 

• Surgical Residency: Northport VA Medical Center 

• Member American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons 

• Studied with Dr John Burzotta, 

Foot/Ankle Specialist, New York Jets 

• Member American Podiatric Medical Association 

• Member Michigan Podiatric Medical Assocation 

• Member The American Diabetes Association 

• HIPPA Compliant 

For a confidential consultation, call: 

Dr. Tammy Gephart, D.RM. 

Associates in Podiatry 
of Michigan, pllc 

734-414-0874 

990 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Suite 200 
Plymouth, MI 48170 
www.tammygephartdpm.com 




LJ 


Stop suffering 
from foot or ankle 
problems today! 
Dr. Gephart, 
D.P.M. can treat: 

Sports or 
Recreational 
Injuries 
Sprains 
Fractures 
Bunions 
Hammer Toe 
Flat Feet 

Ingrown Toenails/ 
Nail Conditions 

Arch Pain 

Achilles 

Tendonitis 

Heel Pain 

Bursitis 

Arthritis 

Diabetes and 
Related Limb 
Affects 
Neuromas 
Nerve Entrapment 
Skin Conditions 
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